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Somersetindependent SchoolDistrict

77916th Street* SomersetTexas 78069* 1-866-852-9858Phone* 1-866-852-9860 Fax

DearParents:

It's hardto imaginebut it's that time again- the beginningof a new schoolyear. Welcomeback! While you
arenot part of the teachingstaff you arejust asimportantto your children'seducation.This handbookis a
guideto assistyou with importantinformationregardingyour child. Pleaseaketime to review it with your
studentso you becomefamiliar with the policies and proceduresthat will be in place for the 20162017
schoolyear.

Your childrenreceivethe besteducatiorwhenyou andour dedicatedeachersvork in tandem.lt's aparent's
conviction, backing, enthusiasmand involvementthat invigorateschildrento do their best; and a teacher's
ability to teachwhat they needto learn. Togetherwe can achievewonderful things and createa positive
learningenvironmentfor all the studentsenrolledin SomersetSD.

This year in particular is an exciting time at SomerseiSD, sincewe have beenidentified asa 4A district.

This is attributedto the growth in our communityand surroundingarea.This distinction meansour students
will be competingagainstsomeof the larger school districts in the state.SomersetlSD is ready for the

challengethough,aswe havedirectedour resourcegsowardsstartingan EarlyCollegeHigh Schoolandstate
of the art STEM labs, with curriculum aligned from K-12. In addition, we have worked to continueto

improve our facilities andinvolve all stakeholdersn developinga missionandyvision that will prepareour

studentsvhentheygraduategrom high school.

| am elated to mentionthat 100% of all our campusedanet the 2016state academicstandards.This
accomplishmentould not havebeenpossiblewithout the hard work of our teachersandthe supportof our
community. We are fortunateto have an EducationFoundation,city administrators,Jocal businessesand
most important,a schoolboardthat servesthe studentsin our schooldistrict. Togetherwe haveworked to
improveour schoolsystemandcreateanenvironmenthat peoplewantto bepartof andsupport.

Inclosing, | look forward to a successfulyear andvisiting everyoneat one of our schoolfunctions. All our
district and campusoffices will have an open door policy should any of you have questionsyou need
answeredat anytime. Hopefully this yearwill be a positive experienceor you andyour child asthey starta
newandsuccessfuyearat SomersetSD, "Homeof the Bulldogs".




Somerset ISD

VISION STATEMENT

To become an exemplary district

MISSIONSTATEMENT

Provide Exemplary Preparation for Higher Education and Life

DISTRICT GOALS

1. Devdop a Culture Conduciveto | ncreaseStudent Achievement and Post-Secondary
Readiness

2. Ensure Targeted Counseling and Support Sevicesare Providedon a Systematic Schedule
for All Students

3. Expand Educational Opportunitiesfor all Distinctive Programs

4. Strengthenand Increase Parental Involvement

5. Provide WHI-Maintained Facilitiesfor a SafeLearning Environment

6. Ensure Equity for All Student Activities
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Don Green Elizabeth Hansen SandraRosles
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SchoolBoard Meeting Dates

August8, 2016 Deceamber12, 246 April 10, 017
Septenber12,2016 January 19, 2017 May 8, 2017
October 10, 2016 Febrwary 13, 2017 June 12,2017
November14, 2016 March 2017- TBD July 10, 2017

If any other changesare made to meding time and/or locaion or if special meeings are to be held, an official notice will be posted
on the digtrict's bull etin board next to the front doar of the digtrict's Central Office, 7791 6th Street,in Somerset and is alsoavailable

on the district website. http:/sisdk12.net. Meetings are held at the Somerset Jr. High Schoal, 4730 W. Loop 1604, Von Ormy, Texas
78073 and calledto orderat6:30 p.m.
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SAUIHINOIOSA, BO.D ...ttt e e Supsintendent
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CTE Nondiscrimination Statement
Somerset |.S.D. offers career and technical education programs in Agriculture, Architecture & Construction, Arts, Audio/Video Tech &
Communications, Business, Health Science, Hospitality & Tourism, Human Services, Information Technology, Manuaduring, Trarsportation,
Distribution & Logstics, STEM, Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security and Caree Development. Admisson to these programsis basd on
interest, aptitude, age appropriatenessand classspaceavailability.

It is the policy of Somerset 1.S.D. not to disciminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex or hardicg in its vocational programs,services or
adivities asrequired by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, asamended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, asamended.

It is the policy of Somerset 1.S.D. not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, naional origin, sex, hardicgp, or age in its employment practices as
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, asamended Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975,
as anended and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, asamended

Somerset 1.S.D. will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills will not be a barier to admission and participation in al educational ard
vocational programs.For information about your rights or grievanceprocedures, contact the Title IX Coordinator, Phillip R. Chavez 7791 Sixth Street/
P.O.Box 279, Somerset, TX 78069, (866) 448-2423, ext. 6359 and/or the Section 504 Coordinator, Shannon Luis, 7791 Sixth Stred / P.O. Box 279,
Somerset, TX 78069, (866) 448-2423, ext. 6306.


http://sisdk12.net/
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District/Campus Directory

Samerset Indeperdent School District | nformation 1-866-852-9858
District webpage: www.ssdk12 et

DISTRICT OFFICES

Superintendent of Schools
866-852-9858 Et. 6004

Assaiate Superintendent of Operations
866-852-9858 Ext. 6026

Assaiate Superintendent of Curriculum
866-448-2423 Et.6359

Exeautive Director of Finance & Business

Services
866-852-9858 Ext 6010

Director of Athletics
866-852-9858 Ext 6944

Food Service Depart ment
866-667-2605 Ext 6409

Maintenance Department
866-852-9868 Ext 6805

Human Resour ces Department
866-852-985&xt 6006

Receaving Depart ment
866-852-9868 Ext 6807

Public Information Officer/Community
Relations
866-852-9858 Ext 6029

Police Department
866-852-4390 Ext 6901

Program Development
866-448-2423 EXT 6033

Spedal Programs
866-852-9858 Ext 6358

Tednology Department
8884884334 Et 6141

Transpatation Department
866-852-9868 Ext 6806

CAMPUSES

Shirleen Zacharias Early College L eadership
Academy
866-8529857 Ext 6198

Samer set High School
866-852-9861

Samer set Junior High
866-852-9862

Savanreh Heights Intermediate
866-8529863

Ssg.Michael P. Barrera Veterans Elanentary
School
866-465-8808

Samerset Elementary
866-852-9864

Early Childhood Elementary
866-852-9865


http://www.sisdk12.net/
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PREFACE
To StudentsandParents:;

Welcome to schal year20162017! Educdion is ateam effort andwe know studerts, parerts, teachers, and other staff
members will all work togetherto make thisa siccessul yearfor our studerts.

The SamersetISD StudentHandbookis designhedto provide basic information you andyour child will need during the
schal year. The handbookis dividedinto two sections:

SECTION I: PARENTAL RIGHTS - with information to assistyou inrespording to schod -relatedissues. We
encarrage you totake sanetimeto closely review this sedion of the handlook.

SECTION Il: OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS i organzed
alphabeically by topic, and, where possble, further divided by apgdicability to agesandor gradelevels, for quick
acesswhensearching for information on aspecific issue.

Pleae be aware that theterm i p aty enless otherwisenoted, is used to refer to the parert, legal guardian, any person
grarted same other type of lawful control of the student, or any other personwho hasagreedto assume schod-related
respnsbility for astudent.

Both students and parents shauld became familiar with the Samerset IndependenSchal District Student Code of
Condud, which is a doaument adoged by the board and intenced to promote school safety and an atmosphere for
learning. That document may be found on the district Gvebsite at www.sisdk12.netandis available in hard copy upon
request.

The Student Handbookis a generalreferenceguide only andis designedto be in harmony with board policy andthe
Student Code of Conduct. Please be aware that it is not a complete statement of all policies, procedues,or rules that
may be appicable in agiven drcumstarce.

In caseof corflict between boad policy (including the Student Code of Conduct) and any provisions of the Student
Handbodx, thecurrent provisionsof board policy andthe StulentCodeof Conduct are to befollowed.

Also, pleasebe aware that the Studet Handbookis updaed yearly, while policy adogion and revision may occur
throughout the year. The district en®urages parents to stay informed of proposed board palicy changes by attending
boad meetirgs. Chargesin policy or other rules that affect Student Handoook provisions will be made available to
students and parents through newsldters or other communicatians. The district reservesthe right to modify provisions
of the Student Harndbook at any time, whenever it is deaned necessary. Notice of any revision or modification will be
given adsreasonadly practica underthe circumstances.

Although the Student Handbook may refer to rights estblished through law or district padlicy, the Student Handbook
doesnot crede any addtional rights for students and parents. It doesnat, nor is it intendedto, create contractual or
legal rights between anystudentor parent and the dstrict.

If you or your child hasquegions abait any of the materia in this handlook, please contact a teader, the school
coungor ortheprincipd.
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Also, please complete and return to your childd €ampus the following forms included in this handbook and
provided inthe forms packet distributed at the beginning of the year or upon the student Gisrollment:

APPENDIX | - Acknowledgmentof Eledronic Distribution of Studert/Parent HandbooK ..............ccccoiiiiiimmniiiineee, 67
APPENDIX II - Parentinformation REIEas@AUINOMZEHONS ........coveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e e e e ee e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeineeeenennneennennnnnnned 638
APPENDIX Il - Acta deDerechos yPrevada deEducacCionFamiliar .............cccceeiiiiiiiiiiicccniieceeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 69
APPENDIX IV - ParentStatementProhibiting Corporal PUniSMENT .............uiiiiiiiie e 70
APPENDIX V - SomersetlSD ComputerUserAgreamert, Welpage, andinteractive Videocanferernce ................c....... 71
APPENDIX VI - SomersetlSD Acuerdo ddJsuaio de Computadaa, PaginaWeb, y Videocorferercia Interactiva ....... 72
APPENDIX VII - Freedomfrom BUllyiNG POICY ... ae e e 73

Pleae rote that referencesto pdicy codesare includedsothat parerts canrefer to currentboard policy. A copyof the
districtd policy manualis available for review inthe supeintendentés dficeor online at:

http://pol.tasborg/Home/Index'178
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SECTION I: PARENTAL RIGHTS

This section of the Samerset ISD StudentHandiook includesinformation related to the rights and regponghilities of
parents asspecifiedin state or federal law and provides paental notices requiredby law.

PARENTAL INVOLVMENT

Worki ng Together

Both experienceand resaarch tell usthat a childé educaion succeeds best whenthere is good communicaion andstrong
patnership betweenhome and shool. Yourinvolvementin this partnership may include:

T
T
T
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Encouaging your child to puta high priority on eduation andworking with your child on a daly basis to make the
mostof the edicational opportunities the school provides.

Ensuing that your child completesal homework assgnmerts and special projects and comesto school each day
prepred,rested, andreadyto lean.

Becaming familiar with all of your child ésshool activities and with the academic programs, including spesial
programs, dferedin thedigtrict.

Discussing with the cownsebr or principa any quesions you may have aout the @tions and opportunities
available to your child.

Reviewing the requirements and optionsfor graduation with your child once your child begins enrolling in couses
that earn high schal credit.

Monitoring your childd scadamic progress and contacting teaders as needd. [See Academic Counsding and
Acadanic Programs.]

Attending schediled conferences and requesting additional conferencesasneeded. To schedule a telephae or in-
person conferernce with ateacler, school counsor, or principal, pleasecdl the schal office for an appintmert.
The teader will usudly return your cal or meetwith you during his or her conferernce period or before or after
schal. [SeeReport Cards/Progress Repats and Conferenaes.]

Becaming a schoololunteer. [For further information, seepoliciesat GKG andVolunteers]

Patticipating in campus paent organizations. Parent organizations indude: PawPals,Watch Dogs, PAC (Migrant
Program), Athletic Boaster Club, Band Boger Club, SYLO-SomersetY outh Livesbck Organization, PTA.

Sewing as a paent represenative on the district-level or campus-level plaming committees, asssting in the
development of educational gods and plansto improve studentachievement. [For further information, seepolicies
atBQA and BQB andcontactthe campus pincipal.]

Sewing on the Schal Hedth Advisory Council (SHAC), assisting the district in ensuring local community values
are refleded in hedth educaion ingtruction and other wellnessissties. [See pdicies a BDF, EHAA, FFA, and
information in this harlbook at SchoolHealth Advisory Council .]

Sewing on a committee to determine criteria to be used to evaluate the overal performanceof the district and each
campusin canmunity and stuént engagement. Forfurtherinformation, pleasecontact the campus pincpd.

Being awareof the schal & ongoing bullying and farassment prevention efforts.

Contacting schoolofficids if you ae concernedwith your child 6esiotiona or mental well-beng.

Attending boad meeings to learn more about district operations. [See policies a BE and BED for more
information.]

Parent Involvement I nfformation
You will be receiving the Pareital Involvement Pdicy for your childdé school and the SISD School/Rrent Compact
Fom. For paent involvement information, contact the Indructional Services Department at 1-866-852-9858. The

districtd Barent Involvement Pdicy is availale via the hanepage of thewebsite at www.sisck12.nd.

PARENTAL RIGHTS

Obtaining Information and Protecting Student Rights

Your child will not be required to participate without parental consent in any survey, anaysis or evaluation i fundedin
wholeor in pat of the US. Depatmentof Education i that concerns:

)l
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Poitical affiliations or beli efs of the student or the studertd parent.
Mental or psychdogica problems ofthe sudentor thestudentd family.
SexualBehavior or attitudes.
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Illegal, artisocia, self-incriminating or damearing behavior.

Critical gppraisals ofindividuds with whomthe student has aclose family relaionshp.
Relationshpsprivilegedunderlaw, sich asrelaionships wih lawyers, ptysicians andministers.

Religious pradices,affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents.

Income, exceptwhenthe information is required by law andwill be usedto determine the studentés eligibility to
paticipatein aspecia programor toreceive financial assstanceunder such aprogram.

= =4 =8 =4 =

You will be alde to inspect the survey or otheringrumentandanyinstructional materials usedin connection with such a
survey, anaysis or evaluation. [For furtherinformation, seepolicy EF (LEGAL).]

fi Ofing O u toBSurveysand Activities
As a f@arent, you have aright to receive rotice of anddeny permissionfor your chil d @arsicipdion in:

1 Anysuveyconceningthe private information listed above, regardl essof funding.

1 Schoolactivities involving the cadllection, disclosure, or use of persanal information gathered from your child for
the purposeof marketing, seling, or otherwise dsclosing thatinformation.

1 Anynoremergency, invasie physical exanination or screening requred asa condition of attendance, administered
andscheduled by the schal in advanceand not necessary to protect theimmedate hedth andsdety of the studert.
Excepiions are hearing, vision, or smliosis saeenings or any physical exam or saeening permitted or required
understate law. [Seepdlicies EFandFFAA ]

Inspecting Surveys
As a parent, you may inspecta survey created by a third party before the survey is administered or distributedto your
child.

Teacherand Staff Professonal Qualifications

You may requestinformation regarding the professional qualifications of your childé teacters, including whether a
teacher has met state qualification and licengng criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher
provides irstruction; whether theteacher has anmergency pemit or otherprovisiona statusfor which date requiremens
have beenwaived; and undergraduate and gradude degree majors, graduate certifications, andthe field of study of the
cetification or degree. You also have the right to request information aboutthe qudifications of any paraprofessona

who may provide grvicesto your chld.

STUDENTS WITH EXCEPTIONALITI ES ORSPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES
Childrenof Military Families- Education Code 18.002;FDD (LEGAL)
Childrenof military famili es will be provided flexibility regarding certain district requremerts, including:
1 Immunization requiremerts.
9 Gradelevel, course,or educaiona programplacemert.
1 Eligibility requirements for paticipationin extracurricular activities.
i Gradwtion requiremens.

In addtion, absercesrelated to a student visiting with his or her parent, including a stepparent or legal guardian, who has
beencalled to active duty for, is on leave from, or is returning from a dedoyment of at leastfour monthswill be excused
by thedistrict. The district will permit no more thanfive excusedabsenas per year for this purpose. For the absece tobe
excused, the absencemust ocaur no earlier thanthe 60th day before deployment or no later thanthe 30th day after the
parentés return fromdedoyment. Additiona information may befound athttp://tea texasgov/index2.aspx?2d=7995.

Parental Role in Certain Classroomand School Assigmments

Mul tiple Birth Sblings

As a parent, if your children are multiple birth siblings (e g., twins, triplets, etc.) assgnedto the same gradeand campus,
you may request that theybe placed eitherin the same classroomor in separate classrooms. Y our writtenrequest mustbe
sulmitted no later thanthe 14th day after the enrollmentof your chil dren.[Seepolicy FDB (LEGAL).]
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Right of Accessto Student Records, Curriculum Materials, andDistrict Records

Instructional Material

As a parent, you have a right to review teaching materials, textbodks and other teaching aids and instructional materials
used inthe arriculum, andto exanine tests that have been adinisteredto your child. You are alsoentitled to request that
the school allow your child to take home any instructional materials used by the student. If the school determines that
sufficient availability exists to grant the request, the student must return the materials at the beginning of the next school day
if requested to do so by the chid® teacher. [See Removing a Studeit Temporarily from the Classroom and Human
Sexudity Ingruction for additional information.]

Participation in Federally Required, State-Mandated, and Digtr ict Assessments
You may request information regarding any state or district policy relatedto your child&s participation in assessments required by
federal law, statelaw, or the district.

DisplayingaSt u d eAntwodk sProjects, Photos, and Other Ori ginal Work

Teaclers may dispay studertsd work in clasrooms or elsewhere on campus as recajnition of student achievement.

However, the district will seekparenta consent before displaying student sarfwork, special projects, phatographstaken

by studeris, and other original works on the districtd svebsite, a website affiliated or spansared by the district, suchasa
campusor clasroomwebste, and in district publications, which may include printed materias, videos, or other methods
of masscommunicaion. The district will also seekconseit before displaying or publishing an original video or voice

recordingin this manner.

Student Records
You may review your clildd sudent records. These recodsindude:
1 Atterdarnce records, 1 Othermedcal records,
I Testsoores, 1 Teacher and cownselor evaludions,
1 Grades, 1 Repots of behaviora patterns,
1 Disdplinary records, 1 Stae assssnent insrumerts that have been
1 Counging records, administered toyour child, and
1 Ps/chdogica recads, 1 Teadhing materials andtests used in your childé
1 Applications for admission, classroom.
¢ Health andimmunization information, [SeeStudent Records]

Granting Permisson to Videoor Audio Record a Student
As aparert, you may grantor denyanywrittenregquest fromthe district to make a video or voice recading of your child.
Stae law, however, permits the school to make a video or voice recording without parental permission for the following
circumstanas:

T  Whenit isto be ugd for school safety;

1 Whenit relatesto classroom instruction ora co-curricular or extracurricular activity; or

1 Whenit relatesto meda coverage ofthe sdool, or

1 When it relatesto the promotion of student safety asprovided by law for a student receiving special education services

in certain settings.

Thedistrict will seek parental consent throughawritten request before making any other video or voicerecording of your
child not otherwiseallowed by law. [ SeeVideo Cameras for moreinformation, including aparent&right to request video and
audio equipment be placed in certain special education settings.]

Granting Permisdson to Recave Parenting and Paternity Awarenessinstruction

As a paent, if your child is underthe age of 14, you must grant permisson for your child to receive instruction in the
districtd parenting and paternity awaremss program or your child will not be dlowed to paticipate in the instruction.
This program, developedby the Office of the Texas Attorney Genedl and the State Board of Educaion (SBOE), is
incorporatedintothedistrict deslth edwcation clases.

Religiousor Moral Beliefs
Y ou may ramnove your child temporarily fromthe clasroomif an instructional activity in which your diild is stieddedto
paticipate, conflicts with your religious or moral beliefs. The removal cannotbe for the purposeof avoiding a testand



may not extend for an entire sameder. Further, your child must satisfy grade-level and gradudion requiremerts as
determined bytheschal and bystate law.

Human Sexuality | nstruction
As pat of the districté curriculum, studerts receive ingrudion relatedto human sexwlity. The School Health Advisory
Coundl (SHAC) is involved wih the selection of coursematerials for suchingtruction.

Stae law requires that any instruction related to human sexuwdity, sexally transnitted disesses, or human
immunoddiciency virus oracquredimmune déiciency syndrome mug:
1 Preent abstinence from sexual activity asthe preferred choice of behavior in relationship to al sexual activity for
unmarried personsof school age;
1 Devotemore atertion to abstinerce from sexualactivity thanto anyother behavior;
1 Emphaske that alstinenceis the only method that is 100 percent effedive in preverting pregnang, sexudly
transmitted dsessesandthe amotional trauma asodated with adblescent sexual activity;
9 Direct adde<erts to a standad of behaior in which abstinence from sexw activity before marriage is the most
effedive wayto preventpregnancyand sexally tranamitted disesses; and
9 If includedin the conientof the curriculum, teach cotraaeption and condonusein terms of humanusereality rates
insteadof theoretical laboratory rates.
In accadarce with state law, bdow is asummary of the dstricté aurriculum regarding human sexuhty instruction:

Samerset ISD has patnered with the University of Texas Health Science Certer in providing UT Teen Hesdlth to
significantly impact teen birth rates and existing disperities by implemernting an evidene-based teen pregnancy
prevertion programto prevent teenpregnancyand promote postive youth development. The UT Teen Health program
will target studentsin grades 6-12. Mare information aboutUT Teen Helth is available at http://www.utteenhedth.org/.

As apaent, you are ertitled to review the curriculum materials. In addtion, you may remove your child from any pat of
the human sexuality indruction with no academic, disdplinary, or other peralties. You may aso chooseto becane more
involved with the development of curriculum used or this pupose by beaming amember of the district &IHAC. Please
seethe campus pincipal for additional information.

Tutoring or Test Preparation

Basedon informal observations, eval uative data such as gradesearned on assignmerts or teds, or reaults from diagnogic
as®sanens, a teacher may determine that a sudent is in needof additional targeted assistance in order for the student to
achieve mastey in state-developedessertia knowledge and skills. The schals will aways attempt to provide tutoring
andstrategies for test-taking in ways that prevent removal from otherinstruction asmuch aspossitbe. In accordancewith
state law and pdicy EC, the schoal will notremove astudent fromaregularly schedued dassfor remedal tutoring or test
preparation for more thanten percent of the schol days onwhich the classis offered, unlessthe studertd parent consents
to this removal.

Thesdool mayalsooffer tutorial services, which students whosegradesare below 70 will berequiredto attend. Also
referto policies ECand EHBC, and catact your studen t téaeher with questionsaboutanytutoring programs grovided
by the sclool.

Reciting the Pledgesto the US. and TexasFlags

As a paent, you may requestthat your child be excusedfrom participation in the daily redtation of the Pledye of
Allegiance to theUnited States flag andhe Pledhe of Allegianceto theTexas flag. The request mustbe in writing. State
law does not dlow your child to be excused from participation in the required minute of silence or silent activity that
follows. [SeePledgesof Allegianceand aMinute of Silence and plicy EC (LEGAL).]

Reciting a Portion of the Declaration of Independence

You may requesthat your child be excusedfrom recitation of a portion of the Declaration of Independece. State law
requires students in sacial studiesclassesin grades3-12 to recite a portion of the text of the Declaration of Indepemlence
during Celebrate FreedomWeek unless (1) you provide a written statement requesting your child be excused,(2) the
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district determines that your child has a constientious objection to the redtation, or (3) you are a represeriative of a
foreign governmentto whom the Unted Statesgovernmentextends diplomatic immunity. [See plicy EHBK (LEGAL).]

Requesing Limited or No Contactwith a Student through Electronic Media

Teaclers and other approved employeesare permitted by the district to communicate with studerts through the use of

electronic meda within the scqe of the individualé professiona resporsibilities. For exanple, a teacher may setup a
sodal networking page for his or her class that has information related to classwork, homewolk, andteds. As a parent,
you ae wdcometo join or becane amemberof sucha pae.

An employeedescibed albve may also coniact a student individually through electronic mediato communicate &out
items suchashomeworkor upcaning teds. However, instant or text messaes &nt to anindividual studentare orly
allowedif a digrict employeewith respansibility for an exracurricular activity needso canmunicate vith astudent
paticipatingin the extracurricular activity. The employeeis required to include his or her immediate supervisor and the
student® parent as recipients on all text messages. If you prefer that your child not receive anyone-to-oneeledronic
communicationsfrom a dstrict employeeor if you have quetionsrelatedto the use of electronic meda bydistrict
employees pleasecontactthe canpus pincipd.

Requesing Noticesof Certain Student Misconduct to Non-Custodial Parent

A noncustdia paentmay request in writing that he or shebe provided, for the remainderof the school year,a copy of

any written natice usudly providedto a parent related to his or her childd snisconductthat may involve placeanentin a
disciplinary dternative educaion program (DAEP) or expulsion. [See paolicy FO (LEGAL) and the Student Code of
Condud]

Prohibiting the Useof Corporal Punishment

Corpaal punishmert, spaking or padding the student, may be usedasa disdpline mangement techique in acardance
with the Student Code of Conductandpolicy FO (LOCAL) in the district &daicy manual.If you do not want corpord
punishment to be administered to your child as a method of student discipline, please return the form includedin this

handbookOR submit a written statement to the campus principa stating this decision. A signed statement must be
provided each yearif you do not want corporal punishmentto be administeredto your child. You may chooseto revoke

this prohibition at any time during the year by providing a signed statement to the campus principal. However, district
personne may chooseto use disdpline methods other than corpora punishment even if the parent requeststhat this

method be ued onthestudert.

School Safety Transfers
As a @rent, you may:

1 Requet the transfer of your child to another clasgoom or campusif your child hadbeendetermined by the district
to have beenavictim of bullying astheterm is defined by Educdion Code37.0832. Transportation is not provided
for atrarsfer to another campus. Seethe Superintendentor principa for information.

1 Consut with district administrators if your chld has been dtermined bythedidtrict to have ergagedin bullying and
the board decides to transfer your child to another classroom or campus. Transprtation is not provided for a
transferto another campus. [See Rillying, pdicy FDB, and plicy FFI.]

1 Requet the trarsfer of your child to attend a safe public sdhool in the district if your child attends school at a
campusidertified by TEA aspesistently dargerousor if your child hasbeena victim of a violent crimina offense
while atschal or onschal grounds. [Seepadlicy FDE (LOCAL).]

1 Requet thetransfer of your child to another campusor a neighbaring district if your child has beenthe victim of a
sexwdl assaillt by andher studentassignedto the same campus, whether the assault occurred on or off campus,and
that studenthasbeen corvicted of or placed on deferred adjudication for that assaut. If the victim doesnot wish to
transfer, thedigrict will tranger the assailantin accordancewith policy FDE.

Parents of Students with Disabilitiesor Other School-AgedChildren in the Home

If a studentis receiving specdal educdion services at a campusoutdde his or her attendarce zone,the parent or guardian
may requestthat any other student residing in the houselold be tranderred to the same campus,if the appropriate grade
level for the trarsferring studentis offered on that campus. However, the digtrict is not requiredto provide transportation



to the other childrenin the housebld. The parent or guardian should speakwith the principal of the school regarding any
transportation prior to requeding a trarsfer for anyother children inthehome. [See plicy FDB (LOCAL).]
Senvice/Asdstance Animal Use byStudents

A paent of a student who usesa service/assstanceanimal becaise of the studen t disahility must submit a request in
writing to the principal atleasttendistrict busnessdays bdore bringing the service/assi stanceanmal on campus.

Students WhoHave Lea ning Difficultiesor Who NeedSpecial Education Services

If achild is experiencing leaning difficulties, the parent may cortact the personlisted below to learn abait the districtés
overall genedl education referral or screening system for suppat services. This system links students to a variety of
suppat options,including referral for a spedal educaton evaluation. Students having difficulty in the regular classroom
shoud be considered for tutorial, compens#ory, andother academic or behavior suppat servicesthat are availade to dl
students including a process based on Resporse to Intervertion (Rtl). Theimplementation of Rtl hasthe potentia to have
a pasitive impactontheahility of shool districts to meetthe needs ofal strugging students.

At anytime, a parentis entitled to request an evaluation for special education services. Within a reasmabe amount of
time, the district must decide if the evaluation is needed. If the evaluation is needed,the parentwill be natified andasked
to provide informed written consat for the evaluation. The district must complete the evaluation andthe report within
the timeline prescribed by law once the district receives the written consent. The district must give a copy of the
evaluation report to the parert.

If the district determines hat the evaluation is not needed,the district will provide the parent with prior written natice that
expains why the child will not be evaluated. This written natice will include a statement that informs the parerts of their
rights, if they disagree with the district. The digtrict is required to give parerts the Notice of Procedural Safeguards i
Rights of Parents of Students with Disabilities. Additionad information regarding the Individuds with Disahilities
Educdion Act (IDEA) is available from the school district in a comparion doaumert, A Guide to the Admission,Review,
and Dismissal Proces.

The following websites provide information to thosewho are seeking information andresoucesspecific to students with
disailities andtheir families:

-~ TexasProject First, athttp://www.texasproj ectfirst.org

- Parhers Resarce Netvork, at http://www.patnerstx.org

The designaed person to contact regarding options for a child experiencing learring difficulties or a referra for
evaluation for specia education srvicesis Ramiro Nava at1-866-465-8828

Studernts Who Receive Soecial Education Serviceswith Other School-Aged Children inthe Home

If a studet isreceiving specal education servicesatacampus ouside his or her attendarce zone,the parent or guardian
may request that any other student residing in the hausehdd betransferredto the same canpus,if the appropriate grade
level for thetranderring studentis offered onthat campus. Havever, thedistrict is notrequiredto provide transpatation
to the otherchildrenin thehouselbld. The parent or guardian shauld speakwith the gincipa of the sdool regarding
transportation reedsprior to reqiesting atransfer for any otherchildrenin the home.[See pticy FDB (LOCAL).]

Studens With Physical or Mental Impairments Protected under Section 504

A child determined to have a physical or mental imparmentthat sulstantialy limits a major life activity, asdefined by
law, andwho doesnot otherwise qualify for spedal educdion sewices,may qudify for protections under Sedion 504 of
the Rehahlitation Act. Sedion 504 is a federal law designed to prohibit discrimination againgt individuds with
disadilities. Whenanevaluaion is requested, a committee will beformedto determine if the child is in need of services
and spports under Section 504 toreceive afree gpropriate puldic edwation (FAPE), asthisis definedin federal law.
Thedesignated personto contect regarding areferral for evaluation gpplicable to Sedion 504 is Shamon Luis at 1-866-
4482423, ex 6306. [Alsosee plicy FB.]

Students Who $eak aPrimary Language Other than English
A student may be eligible to receive specialized support if his or herprimary language is not English, andthe student has
difficulty performing ordinary classwork in English. If the student qualifies for these extra services, the Language
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Prdficiency Assessient Committee (LPAC) will determine the types of sewices the student needs, including
accanmoddions or modificaions reated to classoom instruction, loca assssmerts, and state-mandatedasssanerts.
For moreinformation, cantactthe $ecial Programs Coordnetor at 1-866-852-9858 ext. 6358.

Accanmodationsfor Children of Military Families
Childrenof military famili es will be provided flexibility regarding certain district requrements, including:
1 Immunization requremerts.
9 Gradelevel, course,or educationa programplaceamert.
9 Eligibility requirements for paticipationin extracurricular activities.
1 Gradwtion requiremens.

In addtion, alsencesrelated to a student visiting with his or her parent, including a stepparent or legal guardian, who has
beencalled to active duty for, is on leave from, or is returning from a dedoyment of at leastfour monthswill be excused
by the digtrict. The district will permit no more thanfive exausedabserces per yearfor this purpose. For the abserce to
be excused, the absencemust occur no earlier than the 60th day before deploymentor no later thanthe 30th day after the
parentds return fromdedoymert. Additional information may befound athttp://www.teastate.tx.us/index2aspx?d=7905.

Authorized Inspection and useof Student Records
A federa law, known asthe Family Educaional RightsandPrivacyAct, or FERPA, affords parents and eligible students
certain rights with regectto the studentdé education records. For purposesof studentrecords, an fieligibled student is one
whois 18 or older or who is attending aningtitution of pogsecordary eduetion. Theserights, as discussedin this section
aswell as at Objecting to the Rekaseof Directory Information are:
9 Theright to inspect andreview sudent recordswithin 45 days dter the daytheschool receives arequest for acass.
1 The right to request an amendmentto a student record the parent or digible gudent believes is inacurate,
misleadng, or oherwisein violation of FERPA.
1 The right to provide written consent before the sadool discloses persondly idertifiable information from the
studentd sewords, exceptto the extent that FERPA authorizesdisclosure without consent.
1 Theright to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning fail ures by the school to comply
with FERPA requiremerts. The name and ddressof the dficethatadministers FERPA are:
Family Policy ComplianceOffice
U.S.Depatmentof Education

400 Maryland Avenue,SW
Waghington, DC 20202-5901

Both FERPA and state laws sdeguard student records from unauthorized inspedion or use and provide parents and
eligible students certain rights of privacy. Before disclosng any persordly idertifiable information from a studeriGs
records, the district must verify the identity of the person,including a parent or the student, requesting the information.
For purposesof student records, an fi legibled student is one who is 18 or older or who is atterding an institution of
podsecamdary education.

Virtually al information pertaining to student performance,including grades,test reallts, and disciplinary records,is
consdered onfidential educaiona recrds. Releaseis restrictedto:

1 Inspetion and release of student records is primarily redricted to an eligible student or a studerntd parertsd
whether married, seperated, or divorcedd unlessthe school is given a copy of a cout order terminating parental
rights or theright to accessa studentd sducation records. Federd law requires that, as soonas a student becomes
18, is emancipted by a cout, or enralls in a podsemnday ingtitution, FERPA permits the disclosure of persondly
identifiade information from a studet 6 ducatien records, wthout written cosent of the paentor digible student,
in the following circumstances:

1 When District schal officials who have what federal law refers to as a flegitimate educational interesto in a
studentd secords. Schal officials would include board members and employees, such as the superintendent,
administrators, and principals, teachers, school counsebrs, diagnosticians, and suppet staff (including district
hedth or district med cal staff); a personor companywith whomthe district hascontracted or allowedto provide a
paticular ingtitutional service or function (suchas an attorney, consutant, third-party vendorthat offers online
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programs or software, auditor, medca conalltart, therapist, school resaurce officer or volunteer); a parent or
student serving on a school committee; or a parent or student assisting a schal officia in the performanceof his or
her duties. i Lggimate educaiona interest & a studertd secords includes working with the student; considering
disciplinary or academic actions, the studertd €ase, or an individudized education program for a student with
disabilities; compiling statistical daa; reviewing an eductional record to fulfill the officiaé professonal
respnghility to the shoolandthe student; or invegigating or evaluating programs.

1 To authorized represantatives to various governmertal agendes, including juvenile service providers, U.S.

Comptroller Genegald sffice, the U.S. Attorney Generl @office, the U.S. Secgetary of Educdion, TEA, the U.S.

Secetary of Agricultures office, and Child Protective Services (CPS) caseworkers or other child welfare

representatives,in certain cases.

To individuds or entitiesgrarntedaacessin response to a subenaor court order.

To amother school district/system or ingtitution of postsecondary edication to which a student seéks or intends to

erroll or in which heor sheis areadyerrolled.

In connetion with financia aid for which astudent has applied orwhich thestudenthasreceived.

To accrediting organizations to carry out accredting functions.
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To orgarizations conducting studies for, or on behalf of, the schod, in order to develop, validate, or administer
predictive tests; administer student aid programs; or improve instruction.

1 Toappopriate officialsin connection with ahedth or safety emergengy.

1  Whenthedistrict disclosesinformation it hasdesignaed asdirectory information [see Objecting to the Releaseof
Directory Information for opportunitiesto prohibit this disclosure].

Release of persondly identifiable information to any other person or ageng/d suchas a prospective employer or for a
schdarship applicationd will occur only with parental or student permisson as apprapriate. The principal is custodian of
al recordsfor currently errolled students at the assigned schal. The principa is the custodian of all records for students
who have withdrawnor graduded. Records may be inspected by a parentor €ligible student during regular school hous.
Thereoords custodian or desgneewill respondto reasondle requests for explanation and interpretation of the records. A
parent or eligible student who providesa written request and pays copying costsof ten cents per page may obtain copies
If circumstancespreventinspection during regular school hours andthe student qudifiesfor freeor rediced-priced meds,
the district will either provide a copy of the records requested or make other arrangemerts for the parent or student to
review theserecords. Theaddessof the sipeinterden t dificeis 77916 Street, Samerset, Texas78060.

A paent (or digible student) may inspectthe studentd secords andrequest a correction or amendmentif the records are
consdered inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the studet& privacy rights. A request to correct a
studentd secord shauld be sulmnitted to the appropriate records custodian. Therequestmustclearly identify the part of the
record that shauld be corrected and include an explandion of how the information in the record is inaccurae. If the
district denies the request to amend the records, the parent or eligible student has the right to requesta heaing. If the
recrdsare not amendedas areallt of the heaing, the paret or digible student has30 sctool days to exercisetheright to
place a statement commerting on the information in the studentd record. Although impropely recorded grades may be
chdlenged, catesting a stidertdé grade in acourse ishandedthrough thegenea complaint processfoundin policy FNG
(LOCAL). A gradeissuedby a classoomteacter cen be changed only if, as determined by the board of trustees, the
gradeis arbitrary, erroneous, or incorsistent with the districtGs gradng policy. [See FINALITY of GRADES at FNG
(LEGAL), Repat Cards/Progress Reports and Conferences and Student or Parent Complaints and Concemns for an
overview of the process.]

The digtrictés pdlicy regarding student records foundat pdicy FL is available from the supeintendenté office or on the
districtd $Vebste at www.ssck12.ret. The parentd sr eigible studentds right of accesdo and copies of studentrecords
do not extend to all records. Materids that are not conddered eduwcational recordsd suchas a teachad persanal notes
abouta student that are dared anly with a substitute teacherd do not have to be made &ailable to the parents or student.

Directory Information
The law permits the district to designae certain personalinformation abart studerts as fidirectory informati o nThig
i dectory informationd will be released to anyone who follows procedures for requesting it. However, releaseof a
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studentd slirectory information may be preverted by the parent or an eligible studert. This objection must be madein
writing to theprindpal within ten school days of your chil d firss day of instruction forthis schol yea. [Seeth e Notice
Regarding Directory Information and Paend $Regponse Regarding Releaseof Student Informati o mnduded in this
handbod.]

Thedigtrict hasidentified the following asdirectory information: studentname; address; telephonelisting; eledronic mail
addess, photayraph; date and place of birth; major field of study; degrees, honos, and awads received; dates of
attendance; gradelevel; most recent eduwcationd institution attended; participation in officialy recagnized activities and
spats, and weight and heght of members of athletic teams. If you object to the releaseof the student information
included on the diredory information respnse form, your decsion will aso apply to the use of that information for
schal-sponsoregurpases, suchasthe honorroll, school newspaer, the yeabook, recagnition activities, news releases,
andathletic programs.

Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters and Institutions of Higher Education (Secordary Campuses
only)

Thedigtrict is required by fedeal lawto comply with arequestby a milit ary reauiter or an institution of highereducation
for sudentsd names, addesses,andtelephme listings, unless parerts have advised the district not to releasether childb s
information without prior written consent. A form includedin this handbookis available if you do notwant the district to
provide this information to milit ary recruiters orinstitutions of highereducation.

11



SECTION II: OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR STUDENTSAND PARENTS

Topics in this section of the handook contain important information on acadenics, school activities, and school
opeaationsandrequiremens. Take a moment with your child to become famili ar with the variousissuesaddressedin this
sedion. It is organzedin aphabetical order to serve asa quick-reference whenyou or your child has a question about a
speific school-related issue. Shaild you be unable to find the information on a particular topic, please contact the
campus pincipal.

ABSENCES/ATTENDANCE

Regular school attendarce is essaitial for a student to make the most of his or her eductiond to benefit from teache-led
and schal activities, to build each dayd $earning on the previous dayé sandto grow asan individua. Absenes from
class may resut in seriousdisruption of a stwlertdé masery of theingructional materials; therefore, thestudentandparent
shoud make every effort to avoid unnecessary abseces. Two state lawsd one dealng with the required presace of
schal-aged childrenin school, eg., compulsay attendance the other with how a childd sttendarce affects the awardof
a stident Gisal gradeor coursecreditd are of special interest to students and parents. They are discussed kelow.

Compulsory Attendance

Stae law requires that a student betweenthe ages of six and 18 attend schal, as well as any apgicable aaelerated
instruction program, extended year program, or tutorial session, unlessthe student is otherwise excused from attendance
or legally exampt. A student who voluntarily attendsor errolls after his or her 18" birthday is required to attend each
schal dayuntl the end of the school yea. If a studet 18 or older has more thanfive unexcised absenes in a saneste,
the district may revoke the studentd srrollment. The student dpsesnce on school property thereafter would be
unauhorized andmay be congdered trepassing. [See policy FEA.]

BetweenAges 6and 18

Stae law requires that a student betweenthe ages of six and 18 attend schal, aswell as any apgicable accelerated
instruction program, extended year program, or tutorial session, unlessthe student is otherwise excused from attendance
or legally exempt.

Stae law requires attendance in an accelerated reading instruction program when kindergarten, first grade, or second
grade sudents are assigned to such a program. Paerts will be natified in writing if their child is assgned to an
acaeratedrealing instruction programas aresut of a diagnogic reading instrumert.

A student will be reguredto attendany assgnedaccelerated instruction program, which may occurbefore or after school
or during the summer, if the student doesnot meetthe passng standards on the state assessment for his or her gradelevel
andor applicable subject area.

Prekindegaten andKindergarten
Students errolled in prekindergarten or kindergarten are required to attend school and are subject to the compulsay
atterdancerequiremerts adongastheyremain enrolled.

Exemptionsto Compulsory Attendance- All Grade Levds
Stae law alows exemptions to the canpulsay atterdancerequremerts for severd typesof abserces if the sudentmakes
up dl work. Theseindudethefollowing activities andeverts:

1 Religious holy days;

1 Requredcout appeaarces,

9 Activitiesrdatedto dotaining United StatesCitizenshp;

1 Documented hedth-care appointmerts for the student or a child of the student, including absewes for recognized
sewvices for studerts diagnosedwith autism spedrum disarders. A note from the hedth-care provider must be
submitted uponthe studert séarival or return to campus;and

1 Forstudentsin the conservatorship (custody) of the state,

0 Mental hedlth or therapyappointments; or
o Court-ordaedfamily visitations oranyother court-orderedadivity provided it is not practicable to schedule the
student6 participationin the ativity outside ofschool hours.
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SecondaryGrades

In addtion, a junior or senior studend sbsence of up to two days related to visiting a college or university will be

consdered an exemption, provided this has been authorized by the boad under pdicy FEA (LOCAL), the student
recives appoval from the campus principal, follows the campus procediresto verify sucha visit, and makes up any
work missed.

Absenes ofupto two daysin aschal yearwill also be corsideredan exemptionfor:

1 astudet sewving asan early voting clerk, provided the districtd oad of trustees has authorized this in policy
FEA (LOCAL), the student natifies his or herteachers, andthe student receivesapproval from the principal prior
to the asertes., and

1 A student whosewning asan dection clerk if the student makes up anyvork missed.Asligedin Section | at
Accammodaionsfor An ebsenceof a sudent in grades6i 12 for the purposeof soundingfiTaps @t amilitary
honorsfuneral for a deceased veteran will also beexaused bythedistrict.

Fail ure to Comply with Compulsory Attendance

School employees must investgate and repat violatons of the state compulsory atterdancelaw. A student absent

without permission from schod; from any class; from required special programs, suchas additional special instruction,
termed i ecelerated instructiono by the state; or from required tutorias will be conddered in violation of the compulsay

attendancelaw and sibject to disciplinary adion.

A cout of law may also imposependties against both the sudent and his or her parents if a schal-agedstudent is
ddiberately notattending schod. A complaint againstthe parent may befiledin court if the student:

1 Is absentwithout excusefrom schoolontenor moredays orparts of days within a sk-month peiod in the same

schal year,or

9 Is absentwithout excuseonthreeor more dgs orparts of days within afour-week peiod.
For a student yourger than 12 yearsof age, the studen t @arent could be charged with an offense basedon the studentds
failure to attendschool. If a studentage 12 through age 17 violates the compulsory attendance law, bath the parentand
student codd bechagedwith an dfense. [Seadicy FEA (LEGAL).]

Attendancefor Credit or Final Grade

To receive credt or afinal gradein a class, a studet in kindergarteni grade12 mustattendat least 90 percent of the days

the class is offered. A studentwho attendsat least 75 percent but fewerthan90 percent of the days the classis offered
may receave credt or a final gradefor the classif he or shecompletes a plan, approved by the principal that allows the
student to fulfill the instructional requiremerts for the class.If a student is involved in a criminal or juvenle court
proaedng, the aporoval of thejudge presiding over the casewill also be required before the student receives credit or a
final grade for the class.

If a student attends lessthan 75 percent of the days a classis offered or has not completed the plan approved by the
principal, thenthe student will be referredto the attendancereview committee to determine whether there are extenuaing
circumstanas for the absencesand how the student canregain credit or a finad gradelost because of absenes. [See
policy FEC]

In deermining whether there wee exteruating circumstancesfor the alserces,the atenrdancecommittee will usethe
following guiddines:

1 All absences, vhether excusedor unexcused, mustbeconsderedin determining whether astudenthasattendedthe
required percentage ofdays. If makeup workis canpleted,albsenas for thereasonslisted above atExemptions to
Compulsory Attendancewill be mnsidered extenuating circumstances for purposesof attendancefor credit or the
awardof afinal grade.

1 A transfer or migrantstudent beginsto accunulate dsencesnly after heor shehas @rolledin thedistrict.

1 Inreaclngadecison abait astudentd absences,thecommitteewill attempt to ensurethat it is in the kestinterest
of the student.

1 Thecommitt ee will re view absencesincurred based on the student® participation in board-approved
extracurricular activities. These @senceswill be considered by the atendance committ ee as etenuating
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circumstances in accordance with the absences allowed under FM (LOCA) if the student made upthe work

missed in each class.

Thecommittee will consider the acceptability andautherticity of documentedreasonsfor the studentd gbsences.

Thecommittee will consder whetherthealsenaes wee for reasas over which the stident or thestudent  Gasent

coud exerciseanycortrol.

1 Thecommittee will consider the extent to which the dudenthascompletedall assignmerts, masteed the essential
knowledge and Kills, and maintained pssnggradesn thecouseor subject.

1 Thestudent or paentwill be given an opprdunity to present anyinformation tothe canmitteeabaut the absences
andto tak aboutwaysto ean orregain credt or afinal grade.

= =4

The student or parent may appel the committeed decision to the boad by following policy FNG (LOCAL). The actuad
number of days a student mustbein attendancein order to receive credt or afina gradewill dependon whetherthe clas
is for afull semestr or for afull yea.

Official Attendance-Taking Time

Thedistrict mustsulmit attendarme of its students to the TEA refl ecting attendance ata gedfic time eactday. Offi cial
attendanceis takenevery dayat 10 am.,which is duringthe se@nd ingructiona hour asrequired by staterule. A student
abset for any portion of the da, including at the official atterndance-taking time, shoud follow the proceduresbelow to
provide documentation of the alsence.

Elementary Campuses
It is recanmended thathildrennot arrive atsclhool before 7:00 am. unless theyride aschool busthatarrivesat school
ealier. Studentsarriving before 7:00 am. are theresponshility of the parerts.

Schoolbegins at 7:45 am. Any child who arrives at school after 7:45 am. shall receive an unexcusd tardy. A child
arriving after 10:00 am. is consdered absent for the day. The parent must provide a written note exgaining the reason
for theabsnce.The school shdl determine if the absenceis anexausedor unexcusedabsence.

Elementary School Hours (Early Childhood Education, Somer setElementary, Barrera VeteransElementary, and

Savannah Heights)

OfficeHours  .....cccoceeiiiciiiininn, 7:00am. - 3:30 pm.
Ingructional Hours........................2:30 am. - 2:45 pm.
SecondarySchal Hours (Someset JH and Somerset HS)
OfficeHours ... 7:45 am. - 4:15 pm.
Ingructional Howrs.............c.cceeee 8:30 am. 1 4:00 .pm.

Truant Officer

Thetruantofficer will makehome visits on student absenes. The Atterdanceoffice will notify the Truancy Deparment
whena student is absentfrom school (excused or unexcused) on ten (10) or more days or parts of days within a six-
month period in the same schoolyearor onthree (3) or more daysor parts of dayswithin a four-week peiod.

The truant officer will issue a Warning Notice and make a home visit or requesta parent conference. Continued
unexaised abserces may resut in assesanent of fines by a cout of law against the studerts, parents, or both. Sclool
employees must investgate and report violations of the state compulsay attendancelaw. A student absentwithout
permisson from schal; from any class;from requred specia programs, such as additional specid instruction (termed
i ecaerated ingructiono by the state) asigned by the grade placement committee or from required tutorias will be
consderedin violation of the canpulsory attendance lawsandsubject to disciplinary adion.

Documentation after an Absence

When a student is absent from school,the studerntd upon arrival or return to schodd must bring a note signed by the
paent thatdesribesthe reasonfor the abserce. A note signedby the student, even with the parentd permission,will not
be aacepted unless the studentis 18 or older or is an emancipdaed minor under state law. A phonecdl from the parent

may be acceptedbut the district reservesthe right to requre awrittennaote. Thecampuswill documentin its attendance
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records for the student whether the abserce is considered by the district to be excusedor unexaused. Pleasenote that,
unless the abserce is for a statutorily allowed rea®n undercompulsay atterndance laws, the district is not required to
exclee anyabsnce,evenif the parent providesa rote expaining the absace.

Doctor6 s oteldfter an Absencefor Iliness

Upon return to school, a sudent absent for more than 3 corseautive days because of a personal illness must bring a
statementfrom a dodor or hedth clinic verifying theillnessor condition that causedthe studenté extended absecefrom

schal. Otherwise,the studerté sbsence may be considred unexcusedand,if so, would be considered to bein violation
of compulsory attendancelaws.

Shouldthe student develop a questionable patern of absenaes, the principal or attendarce committee may requre a

statementfrom a dodor or hedth clinic verifying theillnessor condition that causedthe student Glsencefrom schoolin
order to determine whether the absance or abserceswill be excusedor unexcused.

[Seepolicy FEC (LOCAL).]

Driver LicenseAttendance Verification

For a student between the agesof 16 and 18 to obtain a driver license,written parental permisson must be provided for

the Texas Department of Publc Sdety (DPS) to access the sudend sttendance recoids and,in certain circumstancesfor
a school adminisgtrator to provide the studertd sttendanceinformation to DPS. A verification of enrollment (VOE) form

may be oltainedfrom the office,which the student will need to sulmit to DPSupon aypli cation for driver license.

ACCOUNTABILI TY UNDER STATE AND FEDERAL LAW (All Grade Levels)
SamersetISD andeachof its campusesare held to certain standards of accauntability under state andfederal law. A key
componentof the accountahility requiremerts is the dissemination and publication of certain reports and information,
whichinclude:
1 TheTexasAcadamic PerformanceRepat (TAPR) for the district, compiled by TEA, the state agencythat oversees
pubic education, based oracadenic factors andratings;
1 A SchoolReport Card (SRC) for each campus in the district compiled by TEA basedon academic factors and
ratings;
9 The districté financial management repat, which will include the finandal accourtahility rating assignedto the
digtrict by TEA;
1 The performanceratings of the districté& evaluation of community and student engagement usng the indicators
required bylaw; and
9 Information compiled by TEA for the submission of afederal report card that is required byfederd law.

Information abaut al of thesecanbe foundon the district éwebsite at www.sisdk12.netHard cogesof any repats are
available upon request to the districtés administration office. TEA aso maintains additional aacourtaklity and
acaedtation information at http://www.texaschoolacoountailitydashbard.org andhttp://www.teatexas.gov.

ACADEMIC IN TEGRITY

All studaits are expected to be horest and to display a high standad of integrity in the preparation and presentation of
work for credt in al classes.The attempt of any student to represet as their own work such work not honedly
performedwill beregardedas aseriousoffense, which may be sibject to agrading perelty and/ or disciplinary action.
Schoolstaff will contactthe paens orguardiansof any studentwhoisfoundto bein violation of thefollowing
procedures:

1. Cheating: Dishoresty of any kind on atest or examination, writtenassignmert, or pioject, illegal possession of
test or examination questions, the use of unauthorizednotesduring a testor examination, dotainingor giving
information abaut atest or exanination fromor to another student, asssting othersto cheat or dtering grade
recordsare instancesof cheating.

2. Plagiarism: Offering thework of arother asoned s  wonknwithout properadknowledgment, failing to give
credit for quotations oresentially identical material takenfrombodks, engclopedias,magazines, andther
referenceworks orfromthethemes, gport or otherwritings ofafellow sudent.
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ACADEMIC PROGRAM S
The school counsglor provides students and parentsd information regarding academic programs to prepare for higher
eduction andcareer choices. [For moreinformation, see Academic Coungling of this handbookand mliciesat EIF.]

AWARDSAND HONORS
All campusesprovide opportunities to recagnize studerts who earn awaxds and honors.Theseevents are schedled by
eachcampus wih proper notice provided,as gopropriate.

BULL YING
Bullying ocaurs whena studentor group of studentsengages inwritten or verbal expression, expression through
electronic methods,or physical conduct against another sudent onschal property, ata sdwod-sponsredor -related
adivity, orin adistrict operated vehicle, axd the bénavior:

1 Reslutsin harmto thestudent or the studentés property,

9 Plaas astudentin reasoreble fear of physica harm or of danage to the sudentés property, or
9 Is so seere, pasistent, andpervasie thatit createsanintimidating, threatening, or akusive edicaional environmert.

This condict is condderedbullying if it exploits animbdance of power betweenthe sudent perpetrator(s) and thestudent
victim andif it interferes with a student& edication or sulstantially disruptstheoperation of the school.

Bullying is prohbited by the digtrict and coud indude hazing, threats, taunting, teasing, corfinemert, asaut, demands
for money, degruction of property, theft of valued possesions, name-calling, rumor-spreadirg, or ogracism. In some
cass, hullying canoccur through dectronic methods,called ficyberbullying. 0

If a studentbdievesthat he or shehasexperiencedbullying or haswitnessedbullying of andher student, it is important
for the sudent or parent to notify ateader, school counsebr, principa, or another district employee as sooas posible to
obtain assistance and intervertion. The administraton will invedigate any alegations of bullying or other related
miscondut.

If the reallts of aninvedigation indicate that bullying hasoccurred, the administration will take appropriate disciplinary
adion. Disciplinary or other adion may betaken evenif the coruct did not rise to he level of bulying. The district will
also contact the parerts of the victim and of the student who was found to have engaged in the bullying. Available
coungling optionswill be providedto theseindividuas, as well asto any students who have beenidentified aswitnesses
to the kullying. Any retaliation against a sudent who repats an incidentof bullyingis prohibited.

Upon the recanmendationof the administration, the boad may, in regponseto an identified case of bullying, decide to
transfer a sudent found to have engaged in bullying to andher classroom at the campus. In consutation with the
studentd parent, the student may also be transferred to another campusin the district. The parent of a studentwho has
beendaermined by the district to be a victim of bullying may requestthat his or her child be tranderred to another
classroomor canpus wihin thedigtrict. [See Sfety Transfers/Assignmens.]

A copyof thedistrictG policy is availalde in the principd&s office, superintendent6 effice,and onthedistrictd $Vebsite,
andisincludedat theend of this Handbookin theform of anappendix. Procedures relatedto repating alegations of
bullying may also be fand on thedistrictés welsite. A student or parent who s dissatisfied with the autcome ofan
invedigation may appel through pdicy FNG (LOCAL).

[Also see Safety Trarsfers/Assignmerts, Dating Violence, Disaimination, Harassment, and Retaliation, , Hazing, policy
FFI, andthe dstrict improvementplan,a copyof which canbe viewedin the campus dfice.]

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) PROGRAMS

Thedistrict offers career and technical programs in the following areas. Agriculture, Architecture & Construction, Arts,
Audio/Video Tech & Communications, Business, Health Science, Hospitality & Tourism, Human Sewices, Information
Techrology, Manufacturing, Transpatation, Distribution & Logistics, STEM, Law, Pubic Safety, Corrections & Searity
and Career Developmert. These programs alow students to expore various carer pathways and gain industry
cetifications that will help them be more prepared for the workforce. Admission into these programs is based on
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endasament choice, age, gradelevel, student requests, and classsize. Course offerings depend on student interest and
may not be offered every yearif there are not enowgh students signedup for a particular program. Programs that students
can arrertly chooseéromare listed below:

Artsand Humarities- Audio/Video Pioduction, Information Techndogy*, Law Enforcemert*,

Pubic Service Endrsement - Cosmetology*, Phamacy Techmician*, and Giminal Justice

STEM Endorsament- Robofics, Aerogpace Egineaing*, HealthScience

Busnessand Indudry Endorsement - Animal Science, Veterinary Medicine*, Wildlife Ecology*, Agriculture Mechanics,
Welding*, Auto Body & Collision*, Culinary, Audia/Video Production, Information Techology*, Busness
Managemert, Accaunting & Finarce

*Indicatespotential certification intheir chosen @reer pathway.

Programs areoff eredatthejunior high campusin STEM andBusinessEducation.

These programs will be offered without regard to race, caor, national origin, sex, or disahlity. SamersetISD will take
steps to ensure that lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admissionand participation in al edcationa
and CTE programs. [SeeNondirimination Statement for the name and cortact information for the Title 1X coardinator
and Setion 504coordinator, who will addesscertain allegations of disaimination.]

CELEBRATIONS

Although a parent or grandparent is not prohibited from providing food for a schoal-desgnated function or for childrenin
the childé or granddild 6ckassroom for his or her birthday, please be awarethat childrenin the school may have severe
alergiesto certain food produds. Therefore, it is imperative to discussthis with the childé seacherprior to bringing any
food in this circumstance. Occasondly, the schal or a class may host certain functions or celebrations tied to the
curriculum that will involve food. The school or teacherwill notify students and parents of any known food alergies
when gliciting patertia volunteas for bringing food products. Also see leod All ergies.

Clasgoom Parties

Some set Early Childhood Elementary i Head Start

Students whoare in HeadStart Classeswill celebrate birthdays for themonthat the endof each month. Dueto thestrict
guiddinesunder HeadStart and Feleral Government, outside, extratreds are prohibited. The monthly cupcakeswill be
provided bythe ECE cafeteriafor the antire classto celelrate any birthdays for the month.

Someset Early Childhood Elementary, Somerset Elementary and SSG Michael P Barrera Veterans Elementary
Eachhomeroom classmay have three fipartie sadyear. Theseare held just before Winter Break, (Christmas halidays),
nearValentine®s Day, andat the endof theschal year. Any othercdebration will require the principal & pemission.

Savannah Heights Intermediate
Each honeroomclass may havetwo i @rtiesd yeer desgnaedas wifiter and fiEnd of Shodo arfes. Any other
celebrationwill requiretheprincipaldé permisson.

Individual birthday parties are not allowed due to the amount of class time that they consume; however, individualy
wrappedtreats may be distributed to the studerts in the classin order to celebrate the specia day. The studerts will be
allowed their treat at the end of the day; therefore, indructional time is not lost. Please contact your childd $eacher
regarding appropriate treats.

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSEAND OTHER MALTREATMENT OF CHIL DREN

The digrict hasegtablished a plan for addessing child sexwl abuse and other maltreatment of children, which may be
acaessedat www.sisdk12 net. As apaert, it is importantfor you to be aware of warning signsthat could indicate a child
may have beenor is bang sexuwlly abused. Sexual abusein the Texas Family Codeis defined as any sexual condudt

harmful to a childé snertal, emotiona, or physical welfare as well as a failure to make a reasomble effort to prevent
sexwal conduct with achild. A person who compes or encairragesa child to ergage in sexw condiwct commits abuse. It

is illegal to make or possss child pomographyor to display suchmaterial to a child. Anyonewho susects that a child
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hasbeenor may be abused or neglected has a legal resporsibility, under state law, for repating the suspected abuse or
neglectto law enforcementor to Child Protective Sevices(CPS).

Possble physical warning dgnsof sexw abuse cold bedifficulty sitting orwalking, pan in thegerital aress, and ¢aims
of stomachacles andhealaches.Behavioral indicators may include verba referencesor pretend gamesof sexualactivity
between adults and children, fear of being alone with adults of a paticuar gende, or sexuely suwggestive behavior.
Emotional warning signs to be awae of include withdrawal, depression, sleeping and eating disarders, and problems in
schal.

A child who has experienced sex@a aluse oranyothertype ofabuse orneglect should beencaragedto seekout atrusted
adut. Be avare as a farent or other trusted adilt that disclosuresof sexual abusemay be moreindirect thandisclosures of
physical ahuseandneglect, andit is important to be calm and comforting if your child, or another child, confidesin you.
Reassrre thechild that he or shedid theright thing by telling you.

As a @rent, if your dild isavictim of sexual abuseor other maltreamert, the school counselor or principa will provide
information regarding counsding optionsfor you and your child available in yourarea. The TexasDepartmentof Family
and Potective Sevices (TDFPS) dsomange earlyintervention counsdling programs. To find aut what servicesmay be
available in your county, see:
http://www.dfps state tx.usPrevention_and_Early Intervention/Programs_Available In_Your County/default.a.
Thefollowing webstesmight hep you become more awareof child aluseand reglect:

1 https://www .childwelfare.gov/pu bs/factsheets/whatis can.pdf

1 http://kidsh ealth.org/ en/ parents/child-abuse.htm|

1 http://taasa.o rg/ resources-2/

1 https://www texasattorneygeneral.gov/cvs/wha t-we-can-do-about-childabuse-1

1 https://lwww texasattorneygeneral.gov/cvs/wha t-we-can-do-about-childabuse-2

Repats of abuseor neglect may be made toThe CPSdivision of the TDFPS (1-800-252-54000r on he webat

http://www.txabusehatli ne.org).

CLASSRANK / HIGHEST RANKING STUDENT (High School)

The Digtrict shall include in the calculation of class rank gradesearnedin dl high school credt coursesregardliess of
whenthe credit was earned, unlessexcluded below. The caculation of class rank shall exclude grades eanedin or by
physical educetion, athletics, sage/jazz band,mariachi band,insrumental ensemble 1i 4, andlocal credit courses.

Thevaledictorian and sal utatorian shell betheeligible students with the highest and seond highest rarking, respetively.
To be digible for suchreamgnition, a sudent mugt:
1. Be enolledin Samerset High Schoolby the eighth school dayof thefirst semester(fal) of the ssudent's junior yea;
2. Thereafter be arolled at SomersetHigh sclool for four full consecutive senestes (junior yearfall andspring;
senbr yearfal andspring); and
3. Meet therequremerts for the ReconmendedHigh SchoolProgram (RHSP) or the AdvancedDistinguished
AchievementPragramfor gradudion.

In case of diein weightednumerical grade aeragesafter calculation tothe thousandhs dace the District shall aply the
following methods,in this order, to determine recagnition as valedictorian or salutatorian:

1. Comparethe numberof AP and dal credit coursestaken byeachstudentinvolvedin thetie.

2. Cadculate the numerical grade average for all AP anddual credit coursestaken byeachstudentinvolvedin thetie.

Honor Graduates
TheDidrict shall recognize as armonorgraduete eachstudent who haseaned afinal numerical average in accordance
with thefollowing:

HonorGraduate Designation Final Numerical Average
Summa Qum Laude 100 +
Magna CumLaude 95199

CumLaude 90i 94 (Seepolicy EIC LOCAL)
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Beginning with students who entered grade 9 in the 2014i 15 sclool year, a new gradietion program is in effed.
Therefore, classrarking procedires may be adjusted by the district basedon the new graduation plan. As thesedecisions
are made thedistrict will make theinformation avail abe to the studerts aff ected by thesecharges.

CLASSSCHEDULES

All studerts are expected to attendsclool for the entire school day and maintain a class/ couse schelule to fulfill each
period of theday. Excegionsmay be madeoccasonally by the campusprincpal for sudents in grades9-12 who meet
speific criteria andreceive parental consant to enroll in lessthan afull-dayé s edule.h

COLLE GE AND UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS
For two school yearsfollowing his or her gradietion, a district ssudent who graduates in the top ten percentand,in same
cass, the top 25 percent, of his or her class is digible for auomatic admisson into four-year public universities and
cdleges inTexasif the studert:

« Completesthe Recommended oAdvanad/Distinguished AdievementProgram; or

- Saisfiesthe ACT College ReathessBenchmarks orearnsatleasta 1500o0ut of 2400 onthe SAT.

*Beginning with ninth graders in the 201471 15 school yeass, to be digible for automatic admission to a Texasfour-year
callege or university, a student must be on track to gradude with the distinguished level of adchievement under the
foundetion gradwtion program. This meansthat a studentmust graduste with at least one erdorsement and must have
taken Algelrall as one othefour required math couses.

In addtion, the student must sulmit a completed application for admission in aacordance with the deadine establishedby
the college or university. The studet is ultimately regponsible for ensiring that he or she meds the admission
requiremens of the university or college to which the student submits anapgication.

The University of Texas at Austin may limit the number of students aitomatically admitted to 75 percent of the
Universityd snrollment capadty for incoming resdent freshmen. For studentswho are digible to enrall in the University
of Texasat Augtin during the summer or fall 2016temm, the University will be admitting the top eight percentof the high
schal Gmdueting class who meetthe above requiremerts. Additiona applicarts will be consdered by the University
through aholigtic review proces.

Shoulda cadlege or university adgt an admissions policy that automaticdly acceps the top 25 percent of a graduding
class, the provisions above will also apply to a student rarked in the top 25 percent of his or her class. Students and
parents shauld cortact the schal counselor for further information about automatic admissions, the application process,
and ceadines.

[See aso ClassRark/Highest Rarking Studeat for information specificdly related to how the district cdcuates a
studentdé gankin classand Graduetion Requiremerts for information assaiatedwith the foundation graduation pragram.]

COLLE GE CREDIT COURSES
Studentsin grade9-12 have oppatunitiesto earn calege cralit through the following methods:
1 Certain cousestaught atthe high sctool campus, wheh may include cairsestermed dw credit, Advanced

Placenent(AP), International Baccalaureate (1B), or college preparatory;

Enrdlmentin an APor dud credt course throwgh the TexasVirtual Schal Network;

Enrdlimentin coursestaught in conjunction andin partnership with Alamo Colleges and Fla Alto College, which

may be dferedon oroff campus;

1 Enrdimentin coursestaught at the following ingtitutionsin the dstrict: Samerset High Schol andEarly College
Leadership Academy.

1 Certain CTE couses.

1
1

Notethat if a student wishesto erroll in a community callege coursethat aso resuts in the award of high schal course
credit at a college that does not includethe high schod within its service area,the student is limited by state law to errall
in nomorethanthree oursesat that particular college.

All of thesemethods have digibility requirements andmustbe appoved pior to enrollmentin the course. Pleaseseethe
schal counselor for moreinformation. Depending on thestuderté grade level and thecouse,a date-mandated endf-
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couse assessmentmay berequredfor graduaion. It is important to keepin mind that not all colleges anduniversities
accept credit earnedin al dual credit or AP coursestakenin high sclool for college credit. Studentsand @rentsshoud
checkwith the prospective calege oruniversity to determine if a particular coursewill count toward the studen t diesired
degreeplan.

COMPLAINTSAND CONCERNS

Usudly student or parent complaints or concerns canbe addessed informally by a phonecdl or a conference with the
teacheror prindpd. Forthose conplaints and oncerns thatcanrot be hawlled soeasly, theboard has adpted a stanerd
complaint pdicy at FNG (LOCAL) in the districtés pdicy manual. A copy of this pdicy may be obtdnedin the
principald er superintenden t dificeor the dstrict websteat www.sisck12.ne.

Should aparent or gudentfeela need to fie a formal complaint, the @rent or studentshauld file adistrict complaint form
within the timelines establishedin policy FNG (LOCAL). In genedl, the student or parent shauld sulmit the written
complaint form to the campus principal. If the concern is not resdved, a request for a conference shauld be sent to the
supeinterdent. If still unresdved,thedistrict provides for thecomplaint to bepresenedto the bard of trustees.

CONDUCT

Applicability of School Rules

As regured by law, the board has adoped a Student Code of Conduct that prohibits certain behaviors and defines
stardards of acceptable behavior, both on andoff campusaswell as on district vehiclesd andconseqiences for violation
of thesestandards. The district hasdisciplinary autharity over a student in accordancewith the Student Code of Conduct.
Students andparents shauld be familiar with the standards set out in the Student Code of Conduct, as well as campusand
classroom rules. During any periods of indruction during the summer months,the Student Handlook and Student Code
of Conduct in place br theyearimmedately precading the summer period shall apply, unless he district amends éher or
both dbcumerts for the purposesf summer instruction.

Disruptions of School Operations
Disruptions of schal operations are not tolerated and may constitite a misdemeanor offense. As identified by law,
disruptions include thefoll owing:

1 Inteference vith the movementof peope a an «it, entrance,or hdlway of a dstrict building without authorization
froman adninistrator.
Interferencewith anauthorized adivity by sering cortrol of all or part of a kuil ding.
Use offorce,violence, orthreatsin anattempt to preventparticipationin anauthorized assambly.
Use offorce,violence, orthreats to causedisruption during anassembly.
Interferencewith the movementof pe@le atan exit or anentranceto district property.
Useof force, violence,or threats in anattempt to prevent peqole from ertering or leaving district property without
auhorization froman adhninistrator.
Disruption of classesor other school activitieswhile on district property or on a public property thatis within 500
feet of district property. Classdisruption includesmaking loud naises; trying to ertice a studait away from, or to
prevent a student from attending, a required classor adivity; andenering a classroomwithout authorization and
disrupting the activity with loud or profanelanguage orany miscondict.
1 Interferencewith thetransportaton of studentsin vehicles avnedor operated bythe dstrict.

= = =A =4 =4 =4

Socal Events

Schoolrules apply to dl school sacial everts. Guests attendng theseeverts are expected to observe the same rules as

students, anda studentinviting a guestwill share responghility for the conduct of his or her guest.A studet atterding a
sodal eventwill be askedto sign out whenleaving before the endof the evert. Anyoneleaving before the official end of
theeventwill not be readnitted. Studerts not maintaining 90% attendance may be restricted from attending school everts
such as the following: prom, dances,senior trips, serior bre&fast, etc. The decision will be at the discretion of the
administration. Please contact your childés teacher or the campusprincipa if you are interestedin sewving asa chaperone
for any schal sccia evens.

StudentBirthdays/Holidays (Secondary Campuses)
Giftsfor student birthdays may notbe ddliveredto school. Cakes/cupcakes WILL NOT be permittedat school.
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CONFERENCES

If you desirea conference with your childd seadher please contact the schal secretary. A time will be arranged for you
to talk with the teacher during the teaderd sorference period. Conferences may not be held during instructional
time. A conference mayalso bearranged bymeans otommunicaingthrough the progress report, school email, or a rote
to/from your childGs teadher.

CONTAGIOUSDISEASES / CONDIT IONS
[SeeStudent IlInessunderHealth-Related Matters.]

COUNSELING

Acadanic Counseling

Guidarce, anintegral part of the instructional program, is provided for every child through the developmerta guidance
program. A counséor, usualy in a classroomseting, teadesguidarce curriculum. Children are taught skills neededto
undestand and regect themseles and eachother; to behave respnsgbly at home, in schoolandin the community; to
make wise choices, mangye charmge suaessfully and sdve problems; to use their educational opportunities well; to
communicateeffectively; and toplan andprepare for personally saisfying and saially usdul carees.

A professional counsdlor is a full-time staff member at our schal. The counsebr is available to assist students with
guesions regarding class schedlling, peer presaires, sodal problems, and crisis situations. Students are encouaged to
make use othis professonal by arranging for an gpointmentthrough their classroomteacter or bya parent request.

Acadamic Counseling

Elementary/Junior High SchoolGrade Lews

Theschal counsdlor is avail able to students and paents to talk aboutthe importance of pstse@nday edwcdion and how
bestto plan for postsecandary eduwcation, including appropriate courses to consider and financial aid availahlity and
requiremens.

High School Grade Levels

High schoolstuderts andther parents are encouraged to talk with a schal counsebr, teader, or principa to learn more
aboutcourse oferings, gradudion requiremens, andearly graduation procedires. Eachyear,high school studerts will be
provided information on anticipated course offerings for the next school year and other information that will help them
make the mostof academic andCTE opportunities, aswell asinformation on the importanceof postsecandary educaion.

The school counsdor canaso provide information about ertrance exans and aplication deallines, asvell asinformation
aboutautomatic admission, financial aid, housng, and schobrships as these relate to state collegesand universities. The
schal counslor can dso provide information about workforce opportunities after graduation or technical and trade
schal opportunities,including oppatunitiesto earn indudry-recagnized cetificates andicenses.

Personal Counseling

Theschool counsdor is availalle to assist students with awide range of personal concens,including suchareasas sccid,
family, emotiond, or mertal health isstes, or substance abuwse. A student who wishesto meetwith the school counsslor
shoud natify ther teacter. As a parent, if you are concemed abaut your childé& mental or emotional hedth, please speak
with theschal counsor for alist of resaurces that may be ofassistance.

[Also seeSubstance Abuse Prewention and Intervention andSuicide Awareness.]

COURSE CREDIT

A studentin grades 9-12, or in a lower grade when a student is enrolled in a high school credit-bearing
course, will earn credit for a course only if the final gradeis 70 or above. For a two-semester(1 credit) course, the
studentd gradesfrom both semestas will be averaged and credit will be awadedif the combinedaverage is 70 or above.
Shouldthe studerté sombined average be lessthan 70, the studentwill be requiredto retake the sameskr in which he or
shefailed.
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CREDIT BY EXAM i IF A STUDENT HASTAKEN THE COURSE

A student who has previoudy taken a course or subjectd but did not receive credit or a final grade for itd may, in

circumstances determined by the principal or attendance committee, be permitted to earn credit by passing an exam
appoved by the districtd board of trustees on the essential knowledge andskills definedfor that courseor subject. Prior
instruction may include, for example, incamplete cousework due to a failed course or excessive absaces,
homeschodéing, or cousework by a student transferring from a non-acaedted school. The oppatunity to take an
exanination to earn credit for a course or to be awardeda final grade in a subject after the student has had prior
instruction is sanetimesreferredto asfi iedt recovery. 0

The school counselor or principa would determine if the student could take an examfor this pumpose. If apgoval is
grarted,the student mustscoreat least 70 onthe examto recsive credit for the @urseor subject.

The attendance review committee may also offer a student with excessive alsencesan oppatunity to earn credit for a
couse bypasing an exam. [For further information, see he school counsdor andpolicy EHDB (LOCAL).]

CREDIT BY EXAM FOR ADVANC EMENT/ACCELERATION - If a Student Has Not Taken the Course/Subject
A studentwill be permitted to tke an examto earn credit for an aademic course orsubject area forwhich the student has
hadno prior instruction, i.e., for advancenert, or to acceerate to the next gradelevel. The exams offered by the district
are appoved by the digtrict deard of trustees, and state law requiresthe use of certain exams, such as College Boad
AdvancedPlacanent (AP) and College Level Examination Program (CLEP) tests, whenapplicable. The dates on which
exans are schedued during the 2016i 2017 schaol yearwill be published in appropriate district publications and on the
districtd svebdte. The only exceptions to the published dates will be for any exans administered by another entity
bestesthe didrict or if a request is made outside of these time frames by a student experiencing homelessness or by a
student involved in the foster care system. When another entity administers an exam, a studentandthe district mustcomply
with the esting schedule of the oher ertity. During each teging window provided by thedigtrict, a stdent may dtempt a
speific examonly once.

If a student plans to take an exan, the student (or parent) must register with the schal courselor no later than 30 days
prior to the chediledtesting date. [For further information, se policy EHDC (LOCAL).]

Kin dergarten Acceleration
TheBoard shdl appove procediresdeveloped by the Supeintendent or designeeto alow a child whois five yearsold at
the beginning of the schal yearto be assignedinitialy to gradel rather thankindergarten. Criteria for accderation may
include:

1. Scoes onrealinesstests or achievementtests that may be adinistered byappropriate District personrdl.

2. Recammendationof thekindergartenor presdiool the student has attended.

3. Chromologica age andobserved saial and enotional developmentof the studert.

4. Othercriteria deemed appopriate by the principal andSupeintendent.

Studentsin Gradesli 5

A studet in dementary schoolwill be digible to acderateto the nat grade level if the studentscores atleast 80 on ech
examin the subject areasof language arts, mathematics, science, andsocia studies, a district administrator recanmends
that the student beacacelerated, andhestudent  goaentgiveswritten approval of the gradeadvancenert.

Studerntsin Grades6i 12

A studentin grade6 or albove will earn cousecredit with a passing score of at least80 on the exam, a scaled score of 60
or higher on an exam administered through the CLEP, or a scae of 3 or higher on an AP exam, asapgicable. A student
may take an examto ean high schal coursecredt no more thantwice. If a studentfails to achieve the designaed soore
on the apdicabde exam before the beginning of the school year in which the studentwould need to erroll in the course
acordingto theschoold kigh schoolcoursesequence,the sudent mustcomplete the caurse.

DATING VIOLENCE, DISCRIMIN ATION, HARRASSMENT, AND RETALIATION

Thedidrict believesthat all students lean best in an environment freefrom dating violence, disaimination, harasgnent,
andretaliation andthat their welfare is best sewed wten theyare freefrom this prohibited condict while atendingschal.
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Studants are expected to treatother sudents anddistrict employeeswith courtes/ andresgect, to avoid behaviors known
to be offensive, andto stop those behaviors when asked or told to stop. District employeesare expected to treatstudents
with courtesyandrespect.

The board has edallished policies and procedues to prohibit and promptly respondto inappropriate and offersive
behaviors that are besed oma pesonds race, ®lor, religion, gender,national origin, disability, or anyother bags prohibited
by law. A copy of the digtrictGs pdlicy is available in the principal  @f$ice andin the superintendertd sffice or online at
www.sisck12.net [Seepolicy FFH.]

Dating Violence

Dating violence occus when a personin a current or pastdaing relationship uses physicad, sexud, verbal, or emotional
abuseto harm, threaten, intimidate, or control the other personin the relationship. Dating violence aso occurs when a
person commits these ats againsta pasonin amarriage or dating relationship with the irdividual whois or wasoncein a
marriage or daing relationship with the person committing the offense. This type of condict is conddered harasanent if
the conduct is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it affects the student Gakllity to paticipate in or benefit from an
eduational program or activity; creates an intimidating, threatening, hodile, or offersive eductional environmert; or
sulstantially interferes with thestudertd acalemic paformance.

Examples of dating violence against a student may indude, but are not limited to, physical or sexwd as;auts; name-
cdling; put-downs; threats to hurt the student, the studertd $amily members, or members of the student househdd,;
degroying propety bdonging to the studert; threats to commit sucide or homicide if the student endsthe relationship;
threats to harm a studentdé surrent dating partner; attempts to isolate the student from friends and family; stalking; or
encarraging othersto ergagein thesebehaviors.

Discrimination
Discrimination is definedas anyconduet directedat a student on the besis of race, calor, religion, gende, nationalorigin,
disability, or anyother bads prohibited bylaw, thatnegatively affects the student.

Harassment

Harassmert, in gereral terms, is conduat sosevere, persistent, or pervasive thatit affeds the student6é shilitgto perticipate
in or bergfit from an edaationa programor adivity; createsanintimidating, threaening, hodile, oroffensve eduetional
ervironmert; or subgartially interferes with thestudent @edemic peformance.

Examples of harassment may include, but are not limited to, offensive or derogatory language directed at a persand s
religious beliefs or practices, accent, skin color, or needfor accanmodation; threatening, intimidating, or humiliating
conduwet; offensive jokes, name-calling, dlurs, or rumors; physical aggression or assallt; graffiti or printed materia
promoting racia, ethnic, or other negative stereaypes; or other kinds of aggressive conduct such as theft or damage to
property. In addtion to dating violenceas describedabove, two other types ofprohibited harassnentare described below.

Sexual Harassment and Gendea -BasedHar assment

Sexualharassnentandgender-based bBrassmentof astudat by an anployee,voluntesr, or arother studentare prohibited.
Examples ofsexual harassmentmay include,but not belimited to, touching private body parts orcoercing physical
contact that is sexual in mature; sexual advances; jokesor corversaions ofa sxua naure; andother sexuelly motivated
conduct, communicatons,or cantact.

Sexualharasamnent of a studentby an employee or volunteer does not include necesary or permissible physical contact
not reasaally corgtrued as sexua in nature, such ascomforting a child with a hug or taking the childé kand. However,
romartic and other inappopriate sccia relationships, aswell as al sexual relationshps, between students and district
employees argorohibited,evenif consensual.

Gende-basedharassnentindudesharassnentbasedon a sudentés gender expression bythe student of stereotypical
chaaderigtics asscciatedwith thestudent  @esder, or the studertdé &ailureto canformto gereotypica behavior rdatedto
gender.Examplesof gender-based haassnentdirected againsta student, regardless ofthestudenté er the haras®rés
actual or perceived ®xual orientation orgenderidentity, may include, kut not belimited to, dffensive jokes,name-calling,
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slurs, or rumors; physical aggresson or assaut; threatening or intimidating conduct; or otherkinds of aggressve conduct
suchas theft or damage to property.

Retaliation

Retali ation against a person, who makesa good faith report of discrimination or harasgnert, induding dating violence, is
prohibited. Retaliation against a personwho is participaing in aninvegigation of aleged discrimination or harasgmentis
also prohibited. A person who makes a false clam or offers false statements or refusesto cogperate with a district
invedigation, however, may be sibject to gopropriate discipline.

Examples ofretaiation may includethreats, rumor spreadirg, ostradsm, assalt, degruction of property, unjustified
punishmerts, orunwarranted gradereductions. Lhlawful retaliation doesnot include ety slightsor anngances.

Reporting Procedures

Any gudentwho bdievesthat he or shehasexperienced daing violence,discriminaion, harassmert, or retaliation should
immedately report the problemto a teacher, school counsdor, principa, or other district employee. The repat may be
made bythe stulertd parent. [See wlicy FFH (LOCAL) for the appropriate district officials to whomto make a reprt.]

Upon reaiving a repat of prohibited conduct as defined by policy F-H, the district will determine whether the
allegations,if proven,would corstitute prohibited canductasdefinedby that policy. If not, the district will refer to policy
FFI to determineif the allegations, if proven, would conditute bullying, asdefined by law andthat pdlicy. If the alleged
prohibited conduct, if proven, would conditute prohibited conduct and would aso be considered bullying as defined by
law andpdlicy FFI, aninvestigation of bull ying will also becondicted.

Thedistrict will promptly notify the parerts of any studentdleged to have experienced prohibited conduct involving an
adut asscciated with the district. In the event alleged prohibited conduct involves another student, the district will notify
the parents of the student aleged to have experienced the prohibited conduct when the allegations, if proven, would
conditute aviolation as cfined bypolicy FFH.

Investigation of Repart

To the extent possible, the district will respect the privacy of the student; however, limited disclosures may be necessary
to conduct a thorough investigation and to comply with law. Allegations of prohibited condict, which includesdating
violenae, disaimination, harassnert, andretaliation, will be promptly invedigated.

If law erforcament or other regulatory agency notifies the district that it is investigating the matter and requess that the
district delay its invedigation, the district will resume the invedigation at the condusion of the ageng/0 $nvestation.
During the course of aninvestigation and when appropriate, the district may take interim adion to address the aleged
prohibited conduct.

If the districtés invedigation indicates that prohibited conduct occurred, appopriate disdplinary adion, and, in some
cass, corredive action, will be taken to address the conduct. The district may take disciplinary and corredive action
even if the conduct that is the subject of the complaint was not unlawful. All involved paties will be notified of the
outcame of the district invedigation within the parameters and limits allowed underthe Family Edudtional Rights and
Privacy Act (FERPA). A student or parent who is dissatisfied with the outcome of the invedigation may appel in
acordancewith policy FNG (LOCAL).

DISCRIMIN ATION
[SeeDating Violence,Disaimination, Harassment, and Retaliation.]

DISTANCE LEARNING

Distancelearning and correspondace courses indude cousesthat encanpassthe state-required essential knowledge and
skills but are taught through multiple tecmologies and alternative methoddogies suchas mail, satelite, Internet, video-
corferencing, andinstructionaltelevision.
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If a student wishesto errall in a correspordencecourse or a distance learning couse that is not provided through the
Texas Virtual Stool Network (TxVSN), as desribedbdow, in order to earn credit in a courseor subject, the student
mustreceave permission fromthe prindpal prior to enrolling in the course or subject. If the student does not receive prior
appoval, the district may not recognize and apply the course or subject toward gradietion requirements or subject
mastey

Texas Virtual Schaol Network (TxVSN) (Secondry Grade Levels)

The TexasVirtual Schal Network (TxVSN) hasbeen estblished by the state as one method of distance learning. A
student has the option, with cettain limitations, to erroll in a course offered through the TxV SN to earncoursecredit for
gradudion.

Depending on the TXVSN course in which a studenterralls, the couse may be subject to the fi n mass,no playo rules
[Also seeExtraaurricular Activities, Clubs, and Orgarizations] In addtion, for a studentwho errolls in a TXVSN course
for which an eml-of-course(EOC) assessmentis required, the student muststill take the @rrespording EOC asgsanert.

If you have questionsor wishto make a requesthat your child be errolledin a TxXVSN course, please contact the schod
counglor. Unless an exception is madeby the principal, a studentwill not be alowedto enroll in a TXVSN courseif the
schal offers the sane or a similar course. A copy of palicy EHDE will be distributed to parerts of middle and high
schml students atleast once each year.If you do notreceve a copy or hee questions abat this pdicy, please contact the

principal.

DISTRIBUTION OF LITERATURE, PUBLISHED MATERIALS, OROTHER DOCUMENTS

SchoolMaterials

Pubications prepared byand for the schol may bepostedor distributed, with the pior approval of the principd, spasa,
or teacher. Such items may include school posters, brochures, flyers, etc. The school newsaper and the yeartook are
available to students. All school publicationsare under the supervision of ateacher, sponsr, and the principal.

NonschoolM aterials

From Students

Students must obtain prior approval from the prindpal before sdling, posting, circulating, or distributing more thanten
copes of written or printed materias, hardbills, photayraphs,pictures, films, tapesor other visual or auditory materials
that were not developed underthe oversight of the schod. To be considered, any nonsclool material must include the
name of the spongoring person or organizaion. The dedsion regarding appovd will be madewithin two schal days.
The principal has designaed the campus administrative offices as the location for appgoved nonsclool materias to be
placedfor voluntary viewing by studerts.[Seepadliciesat FNAA ]

A student may appeala decision in accadarce with policy FNG (LOCAL). Any student who sells, posts, circulates, or
distributes norschool material without prior apgproval will be subject to disciplinary actionin acordance with the Student
Code ofConduct. Materials displayed without approval will be removed.

From Others Written or printed materias, handills, phaographs, pictures, films, tapes, or other visud or auditory
materias not spansared by the digtrict or by a district-affil iated school-suppat organization will not be sold, circulated,
distributed, or posted on any district premisesby any district employee or by personsor groups not asscciated with the
district, except as permitted by policy GKDA. To be consdered for distribution, any nonschoolmaterial must meetthe
limitations on content establishedin the policy, include the name of the spasaing person or orgarnization, and be
submitted to the principa for prior review. The principal will approve or reect the materials within two school days of
the time the materials are reasived. The requedor may appeala rgection in acmrdance with the appropriate district
complaint pdlicy. [See policiesat DGBA or GF.]

The principal has designaed the campus administrative offices as the location for appgoved nonschol materias to be
placedfor voluntary viewing or cdlection.

Prior review will not berequired for:
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1 Distribution of materias by an attendee to other attendeesof a school-sponsoed meetinginternded for adults and
hdd after school hours.

1 Distribution of material by an atterdeeto other atterdeesof a community group meetinghdd after school hoursin
acordance with padicy GKD (LOCAL) or a noncurriculum-rel ated student group meetinghdd in accordance with
FNAB (LOCAL).

1 Distribution for eectioneaing purposes during the time a schal fadlity is being usedas a pdling place, in
acordancewith state law.

All norschool materials distributed under these circumstancesmust be removed from district property immedately
following the event atwhich thematerias are distributed.

DRESSAND GROOMI NG
Thedigtrictd gresscodeis estdlishedto teach grooming and hygiene, prevent disruption, and minimize sakty hazards.
Student dress andgrooming shoud not be suggestive, indecent, or detract from the dassroomenvironment.
1 Hatsarenotallowed. Theterm i hsaindudes. caps, visors, bandanas,scarves,beanes, andsimilar apparel. No
surpglasseswill be wan during the school day.
1 Jadkets, sweaters, swedshirts, etc. with hoads will be allowed. However, hoodsmustremain off the head during
theschool day.
1 Studentsare notalowedto wearor carry gang paaplerndia or make gestureghat symbolize gangmembership.

If the principal determinesthata studentdé grooming or clothing violatesthe school  @iress code, the studentwill be given
an opportunity to correct the problemat school. If not corrected, the sudent may be assignedto in-schal suspersion for
the remainder of the day, until the problemis corrected, or urtil the parent or desgneebrings an acceptable charge of
clothing to the school. Repeded offenses may reault in more serious disdplinary adion in accordarce with the Student
Code of Condud. Studaits will be allowed to wear their extra-curricular uniform during the school day without
modificationsonthedayof their scheduled event/activity.

SecondaryCampuses

GIRLS BOYS
Skirts/shorts/skorts/dresses must be no shorter than 3 inches above At no time will the hair be permitted to hang below the
the kneeeven if leggings are worn underneat. Skirts/shorts/skorts shirt collar. No pory tails allowed.

having dits will be measured from the top of the dlit. Cut off shorts
and biker shorts, rolled up and /or tight shorts are not allowed.

Proper undergarments are to be worn by all girls. Sidéoburns shall be no more than1/2 inch below the ear
lobesand shall not be flared. No facialhair allowed.

Shirtsthat extend below the fingertips (when the arms are hanging Certainacitvitieswill be permitted to impose more
by the side naturally,) must be tuckedin atall times. restrictedhair lengthsif the sponsor so desires.

Clothing that is extremely tight fitting is not acceptable. (Pants or
dlacks made of spandexor otherform-fitting mateialsare
unaccetable attire.)Leggings will not be allowed unless worn
underneath shorts, skirts, or dressesthat extend to 3 inchesabove the

knee.

No tank tops, halter tops, exposed seethrough tops, low No muscle/sleeveless shirtsare to be worn.  Shirts that
cut/revealing blouses, boxers or pajamasareto be worn. Backs or extend below the fingertips (whenthe arms are hanging by
midriffs must not be exposedwhen reading or bending. the side naturally,) must be tuckedin atall times.

TWO earringsin earldoesonly. No spacesallowed. No earrings or spacers.

No other body piercingsor jewelry No other visible body piercingsor jewelry

(i.e.tongue, eyebrow, nose, lip, etc) Is permitted. (i.e.tongue, eyebrow, lip, nose, etc) is permitted.
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No sagging pants. No oversizedclothing. Pants must be within one waist size,worn atwaistlevel AND have abelt. Beltscan@ hang
down.

Unnatural hair color, spikedhair, or hair designs, which the administration considers a distractionto the schoadl environment, will not
be allowed. (Slashedor shaven eyebrows are not permitted).

Steelor hard plagtic toeshoegbodas, clogs, house shoes,dlides, dlippers, skele-tonedfive fingers will not be allowed.

The wearingof clothing apparel or emblems that graphically depicts obscene or immoral values,including advertisements for alcohol
or tobacco products, satanic or demonic activity, condone or promote violence and any other clothing considered distageful in dedgn
and appearance (skulls, snakes, handguns, tobaccoproducts,etc) is prohibited.

Tatioos/visible markings/writing/drawings on the body MUST be coveredat ALL times.

Overcoats/topcoatgtrench coatsallowed.

No grills allowed.

Stodings on the arms and head are strictly prohibited.

Inappropriate gang-related apparel is prohibited and includes but is not limited to: baggy pants, insignia clothing, colors identified by
local law enforcement agencies, bandanas,baséall cgos worn in a particular manner, pant legs rolled up, and/or shoelaes of spedfic
colors.

Clothing with holes, tears and ragged edgesmay not show skin.

The wearingof leather spiked or studded bands, belts, gloves, wallets with chains, heavy chains and such clothing is prohibited.

The wearingof headphonesas anaccery isnot permitted.

Elementary Campuses
To aid students and their parernts in making decisons aboutappropriate dessandgrooming for schod, the following
guiddinesare establi shed:

9 Dresses, &irts, skorts, storts and dacks ae mndderedappropriate shool attire. Clothesof anylength that are

suggestive orindecentor which cawse dstraction will not be permitted.

1 Big oversized paits and dhirts will not bealowed. Shirtsandparts stould not be morethan ame size larger than
thecurrent size of thestuden t Saggingd bt betolerated. Rints mustbe worn at the waistline. Pats should
not have to befoldedat thebottom.

Seethrowgh garmerts arenot appropriate.

Tanktops, halter-tops,exposedbads ormidriffs are not permitted.

Shirts shdl be tuckedin if theyhave tails or if thar length falls below thef wistd level (whenhards ae put to
your sde).

1 Theweaing of clothing, gpparel, or emblems thatgraphicaly depicts doscene orimmoral values,induding
alcohol or tobacco products, sdanc ordemonic activity are prohibited.

Appropiate footwearmustbewomn; steel-toed bats are syecifically prohibited.

Capshats mustnotbe wornin buildings andorims mustfaceforward.

Earings, spacers, and/or body piercing jewelry are notpermittedfor boys. $hacers arenot permittedfor girls.
Wearing, possessing, using, distributing, disdaying, or séling, anyclothing, jewelry, emblems, badjes, synbols,
signs, graffiti or other things whichare evidence of membership or affiliation in agangare prohibited.

Hair mustbeneat and dean. Boys bBar should nothang below theshrt cdlar.

No har designs, @lors anddistracting harcuts of any sort will be permitted.

Tattoos.On thebody mustbe caveredat ALL times.

Stokings onthearms andor headare strictly prohibited.

Expersive jewdry shaild not be wornto schod. Theschoolwill not beresporsible for broken,lost, or stolen
jewdry.

=A =4 =4 =4 = =4 =9
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EARLY DISMISSAL

Student dismissalbegins at 2:45 p.m. for the lementary campuses. Therefore, after 2:30 p.m., students cannot be taken

off the busor removed from class. Studeit dismissal begins at 3:55 p.m. for the secadary campuses.Therefore, after
3:45 p.m., students cannot be taken off the busor removed from class.If your child mustleave schal before that time,
please send a notewith him/her on the day he'shemustleave early. The parent must go to the schooloffice andsign the
child out. The parent/guardian sgning a clild out MU ST be listed on the enroliment card andmustbe at least18 yeas of
age. Proper Idertification MU ST also be shownat the time the child is signed out. Without thesetwo things, the child
WILL NOT bereleased.Continuedealy dismissal by a parent may resut in the student losing credit for the subject(s)
missed, ananay be supjectto legal action.

If your child needsto get home in away thatdiffers from the normal routine, a note MU ST be sentin writing. (Example:
fi Mychild needsto ride home with Ms. Smith instead of getting on the bus0) To ensue each child 6 sakty, thes
arrargements WILL NOT BE ALL OWED TO BE MADE OVER THE PHONE.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES AND TECHNOLOGY RESOURCES

Possession and Useof Personal Telecommunications Devces,Including Mobile Telephones

For safety purpcses, the district permits students to pos®ss personal mobile telephaes; however, these devices must
remain turned off during the instructional day, including paseg periods, andduring dl testing, unlesstheyare being wsed
for approved indructional purmoses. High Schal students are permitted to use persord mobile telephonesduring
bre&fast and lunch only. A student must have approval to possess other telecommunicatians devices such as netbooks,
laptops,tablets, or other portable computers.

Student-ownedlaptopsandpersonal wirelessair cardsare not allowed onschool property. This ealipmentwill be
corfiscated byateacher or administrator andkeptin aseare place. Theseitemswill be cataloged and returned acording
to the following:
1. 1% offerse, egipmentwill be cafiscatedandtumedin tothe office. The equipmentwill only bereturmedto a
parent or guardian at theend of the school day.

2. 2" offense equpmentwill be carfiscatedandtumedin totheoffice. The equipmentwill only bereturnedto a
parent or guardian at theend of the semeger.

Theuseof mobile telephones oranydevice capdle of capuringimages is #rictly prohibitedin locker rooms orrestroom
areas whle atschool or ataschal-related or school-sponseoed evert.

If a studet uses atelecommunicatons device or if that device is visible, without authorization during the school day, the
device will be mnfiscated. Only the parent/guardian of the studentmay pick up the canfiscatedtelecanmunicatons
device fromthe pincipa & office for afeeof $15.00. Once phoeshave beerconfi scaed,theycanrot be pgcked up util
thefollowing school day.

Confiscatedtelecommunications devicesthat are rot retrieved bythe studentor the stident  Gaerts will be disposedof
afterthenoticerequired bylaw. [See wlicy FNCE]

In limited circumstances and in accordancewith thelaw, a student @easora telecommunicatonsdevice may be seeched
by auhorized prsomel. [See Sarchesand policy FNF.]

Any disciplinary action will bein accordarce with the Student Code of Conduct. Thedistrict is not respasible for
damaged,log, or stolentelecanmunicaionsdevices.

Possession and Useof Other Persoral Electronic Devices

Exceptasdesaibed bdow, studentsare not permitted to possess or use persordl electronic devices suchas MP3 players,
video, or audo recorders, DVD players, cameras, games, e-reades, or other eledronic devices a schal, unlessprior
permisson hasbeen obtained. Without such permisson, teaches will cdlect the itans andturn themin to the principalé s
office. The principa will determine whetherto return items to students at the endof the day or to contact parerts to pick
up theitems.
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In limited circumstances ad in accordance with law, astudertdé persona eectronic device may be searedby
auhorized personrel. [SeeSeachesand wlicy FNF.] Any disciplinary action will bein accordarce with the Student
Code ofConduct. TheDistrict is not respasible for any damaged, log, or stolen electronic device.

Instructional Useof Personal Telecoommunications and Other Electro nic Devices

In some cases, students may find it bereficid or might be encarraged to use personal telecanmunicaions or other
personal electronic devicesfor indructional purposeswhile on campus. Students mustobtain prior approval beforeusing
personal telecommunicaions or other persona eectronic devices for ingructional use. Studerts must also sign a user
agreement that contains applicable rules for use (separate from this handook). When studerts are not using the devices
for approved instructional purpcses, al devices must be turnedoff during the ingructional day. Violations of the user
agreementmay resultin withdrawa of privilegesand otherdisdplinary adion.

Acceptable Use of Digtrict Technology Resaurces

To prepare students for an increasingly techrologicd socity, the district has madean investment in the use of district-
ownedtednology resources for ingructional purposes specific resoucesmay be issuedindividually to students. Use of
these technologicd resouces, which include the digtrictés network system and use of district equpmernt, is regricted to
approved purposes only. Studeits and parents will be asked to sign a user agreemnent regarding use of thesedigrict
resairces. Violationsof the ugr agreamentmay resut in withdrawal of privileges andother disciplinary adion.

Unaccepable and Inappropriate Useof Techndogy Resources

Students are prohibited from possesing, sendng, forwarding, posting, acessing, or dispaying electronic messgesthat
are abudsve, obscene, sexudly oriented, threaenng, harassing, damaging to andherd gepuation, or illegal. This
prohibition also applies to conduet off school property, whether the equpment usedto send such messgesis district-

ownedor persordly owned, if it resultsin asubstantial disruption to the edu@tional ervironment.

Any person taking, disseminating, tranderring, possesing, or sharing obscee, sexudly oriented, lewd, or otherwise
illegal images or other content, commonly referredto asfi s tng, will be disciplined according to the Student Code of
Conductmay, be required to complete an educationa program related to the dangers of this type of behavior, and,in
certain drcumstances,may bereportedto law enforcemert. Because agaging in thistype ofbehavior can leadto bullying
or harassnent, aswell as possibly impedefuture endeavors of a student, we encouage you to review with your child
http://beforeyoutext.com, a state-developed program that addresses the consequéces of erngaging in inappgopriate
behavior using techndogy. In addtion, any student who erngages in conduct that results in a breach of the districtGs
computer searrity will be disciplined in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct, and, in some cases,the
consguerce may rise tothe level of expulsion.

END-OF-COURSE (EOC) ASSESSMENTS
[SeeGraduation andStandardized Testing.]

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, CLUBS,AND ORGANIZATIONS
Paticipation in school-sponseoed activities is an excdlent way for a student to develop tadents, receive individual
recggnition, andbuild strong friendships with other studerts; participation, havever, is aprivilege, notaright.

Paticipation in same of these activities may reault in events that occur off-campus. When the district arrarges
transportation for these events, students are required to use the transpatation provided by the district to and from the
everts. Exceptions to this may only be madewith the approval of theactivityd soachor spnsor. [SeeTranspatation.]

Eligibility for initial andcontinuing participation in many of theseadivitiesis governedby state law andthe rules of the
University Interscholadic League (UIL)O a statewide as®ciation overseeing inter-district competition. If a studentis
involved in an acadenic, athletic, or musc adivity governedby UIL, the student and parent are expected to know and
follow all rulesof the UIL organization. Studentsinvolvedin UIL athletic adivities and their parents canaccess the UIL
Pareit Information Manual at https.//www.uiltexasorg/athleticsmanuas, a hard copy can be provided by the coachor
spongr of the activity on request. To report a complaint of aleged noncompliancewith required safety training or an
aleged violation of sdety rules required by law and the UIL, please contact the curriculum division of the TEA at (512)
4639581 orcurricllum@teastate x.us.
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[Seehttp://www. uiltexas.org for additiona information on dl UIL-governed ativities.]

Student safety in extraaurricular activitiesis apriority of the dstrict. The euipmentusedin football is noexcegion. As
a paern, you ae ertitledto review the districtd secords regarding the age of eachfootball hemet used bythecampus,
includingwhen a klmet has beerrecorditioned.

In addtion, thefollowing provisions gply to al extraaurricular activities:

1 A student who receives a the end of gradng period a grade below 70 in any acadenic classd other than an
AdvancedPlacement or International Bac@laureate course; or an horors or dud credit coursein English language
arts, mathematics, sderce sodal studies, econanics, or language otherthan Englishd may not participate in
extraaurricular activities for atleast threeschool weeks.

1 A student who receives spedal ediwcation sewvices and who fails to meet the standards in the individudized

eduation program(IEP) may not paticipate for at least threeschool weeks.

An ineligible student may practice orrehearsebut my not participate in anycompstitive adivity.

A student is allowed in a school yearup to 10 alsences not relatedto post-district competition, a maximumof 5 for
pod-district competition prior to state, and a maximum of 2 absacesfor state competition. All extracurricular
adivitiesand pulic performanceswhether UIL activities or other activities approved by the boad, are subject to
theseredrictions.

1 An absecefor participation in anactivity that hasnot beenapproved will receive an une&cused aiserce.

= =4

Standardsof Behavior

Sponsas of student clubs and performing groupssuchasband,char, anddrill and athletic teams may estalish standards
of behaiord including consequecesfor misbehaviord that are stricter thanthose for sudents in geneal. If violation is
alsoaviolation of schal rules,the conseqiercesspecified by the Student Codeof CondLct or by boad policy will apply
in addition to any conseuencesspeified by the organzationé standards of behavior.

Offi ces andElections

Certain clubs, organizations, peforming groups, andeachgrade level will hold electionsfor student officers. For more
information regarding cardidacy, campaigning, special requremerts, or standards of conduct for leadership, andspesia
postions, contactthe spansor for eachclub, orgarnization, orgrade level.

FEES

Materials that are part of the basic educational program are provided with state and local fundsat no charge to a student.
A student, however, is expected to provide his or her own pendls, paper, eragrs, andnotebods andmay be required to
payceltain other fees ordeposts,including:

Codgsfor materialsfor aclassproject that the student will keep.

Membership duesin voluntary clubs orstudent organzationsand adnission feesto exXracurricular activities.

Class das mustbe pad prior to everi(s). If classdues ae notpaid, the stident will be restrictedfrom attending the
class gponsoredevert(s).

Secuity deposits.

Persmal physical education andathletic equipmentandapparel.

Voluntarily purchesedpictures,publications, classrings, yearbods, gradwation announcenerts, etc.

Voluntarily purchased studerts aacident insurance.

Musica instrumentrentad and uriform maintenance,when wniforms areprovidedby the dstrict.

Persmal apparel usedin extracurricular activitiesthat becanes theproperty of the studert.

Paking feesandstudentidertification cards.

Feedor lost, damaged, oroverduelibrary bodks.

Feedor drivertraining courses, if offered.

Feedor optiona coursesofferedfor credit that require useof facilities rot available ondistrict premises.

Summer schoolfor cousesthat are dferedtuition-freeduringthe regular schaml year.

A reasomblefee br providing trangortation to astudentwho liveswithin two miles oftheschool. [SeeBuses and
Other School Vehicles)

= =4 =8 =8 =8 -8 - -8 -8 -8 8 = =8 =4
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1 A feenot to exceed$50for cods of providing aneducationa program outside of regular school hours for a student
who haslost credt or hasnot been awarded a fina grade becaise of absenes and whose parent chocses the
programin orderfor the studentto meetthe 90 percent attendance requiremert. The feewill be charged only if the
parent or guardian signs adistrict-providedrequest form.

1 In some cases, teefor acoursetakenthrough theTexasVirtual School Network (TxV SN).

Any requred fee or depait may bewaivedif the gudent and parent are unable to pay. Application for sich awaiver may
be made tothe campus pincipa. [For further information, see mliciesat FP.]

FIELD TRIPS

Field trips are schedded by various gradelevels throughout the school year. These trips are designedto sugplement
different aspects of the classoom curriculum and to introduce students to resources of the community. Pareits will
receive ndices of field tripsin advarce oftheschedded trip date and will be askedto sign field trip permisson forms.

FUND-RAISING

Student groupsor clases andor parent groups may be permitted to conduct fund-raising drives for approved schal
purpaes. An application for permisson must be madeto the principal and under the supervision of the project sponsr,
for studentsin all grades at least 30 days bdorethe evert. [For further information, segpdiciesFJ andGE.]

GANG-FREE ZONES

Certain criminal offenses, including those involving organized criminal activity such as gang-related crimes, will be
enhamredto the next highest category of off enseif they are committed in a gang-free zone. For purposesof the digtrict, a
gangfree zoneincludesa schoolbusand a locationin, on, or within 1000 feet of anydistrict-ownedor leased property or
campus payground.

GENDER-BASED HARASSMENT
[See Gating Vidlence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retdiation.]

GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM

The gifted and talented program sewices students who are nominated, assessed, and sdected to participate in the Gifted
and Talented Program by campus GT ldentification/Review/Committee. Campus committees review masked
(anorymous) as®sgnent data to determine qualificaion and appropriate program placement for eachstudent assessed.
Students who participate in sewvicesdesignedfor gifted/talented students will demondrate skills in sdlf-directed learning,
thinking, research, and communication. This will be evidenced by the development of innovative prodwcts and
performanceghat reflect individualy andcreativity and are advancedn relation to students of similar age, experience, or
ernvironment. If you have any quesions abaut the gifted and talerted program or about nominating a studen, please
contact yourchilddé school.

GRADE CLASSIFICATION
After the rinth grade, studentsare classified accordingto the number of credts eanedtoward graduation.

Credit Earned Clasdfication
5 Grade 10 (Saphomore)
11 Grade 11 (Junior)
18 Grade 12 (Senior)

GRADING GUIDELINES

Gradng guiddinesfor each gradelevel or coursewill be communicatd anddistributed to students and their parents by

the classroom teecher. Theseguiddines have beenreviewed by each applicable curriculum depatment and have been
appoved by the campus principal. These guiddines estalish the minimum number of assignments, projects, and
examinations required for each grading period. In addtion, these guiddines establish how the studetés mastey of
concepts andachievementwill be communicated(i.e., letter grades, numerica averages,checklist of required skills, etc.).
Gradng guiddines also outline in what circumstarnces a student will be allowed to redo an assignment or retake an
examination for which the student originally made afailing grade. Poceduresfor a student to follow after an absace will

alsobe aldressed.

[SeeRepart CardgProgress Repats and Conferences for additional information on gradng guiddines.]
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Elementary Campuses

Grade Repating

Students in grades PK T 6 will have six gradng/reporting periods. Repat cards will be senthome on the six dates
identified onthe official district calendar and shald besigned bythe parentr guardian andreturnedto the £hool. Wak
sanpleswill be sent home regularly throughoutthe school yearto keepparents informed aboutthe childé progress. If
your child is woking bdow grade level it will beindicated inthe commerts sction.

GradesPre-Kindergartenand Kindergarten

In Pre-Kindergarten, student progress of the Pre-Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines introduced by the teacher is
reported every six weeks. In Kindergarten, student progressof the Texas Essentiad Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and
district-level performanceexpedationsare repatedbased oreachstudent dndividual performancelevels.

GradesFirst Through Sixth

In gradedfirst through sixth, theschals will repat six weeks larnguage ats, reading, math, saial studies and science
gradesto parents Lsing numeric sares.

Pre-Kinder & Kin 1%i 6" Grade
Ei Excdlent AT 9010100
ST Sdidfactory B 80t089
N i Needsimprovement Ci 75t079
Ui Unsdisfactory Di 70to74

F - 69 and below
Honor Rall
Thehoror roll will beanrouncedatthe end of each gradng period for gradesonethrough sxth. Sudentswill also be
recagnizedfor perfect attendanceeachsix weeks. Thehonorroll will corsist of two caegories:
1 Studetshavingal Ad s .
I Studetshavingall A6 snd BO sitha least one A.

GRADUATION
Requrements for aDiplomafor aStudent Enrolledin High SchoolPrior to the 20147 15 Sdool Year
Toreceive ahigh schal diplomafromthedistrict, a studentwho wasenrolledin high schal prior to the 20147 15 school
yearsmustsuccessfully:
1 Complete the requrednumber of credits establishedby the stte andany addtional credits required bythe dstrict;
1 Complete anylocally required coursesin addition tothe carrsesmandated byhe state; and
1 Achieve pasing scores oncertain erd-of-course (BDC) assesserts or approved subgitute asessnerts, unless
speificaly waivedas permitted bystate law.
Also see Sandardized Testing for moreinformation.

Requirements for a Diploma Beginning with the 20141 15 Sclool Y ear
Beginning with studerts who entered grade9 in the 2014i 15 school years, aswell as any currently enrolled high schal
student who deddesto gradude under the new foundaion graduation program, a student must meet the following
requiremensto receive ahigh schooldiplomafromthedigtrict:
1 Complete the requrednumber of credits establishedby the stte andany addtional credits required bythe dstrict;
T Complete anylocaly required coursesin addition tothe carrsesmandated byhe state;
1 Achieve pasing scores oncertain end-of-couse (EDC) assesserts or appoved subditute asessnents, unless
speifically waivedas permitted bystate law; and
1 Demondrate poficiengy, as deermined bythe dstrict, in the gecific communicaion kills required bythe State
Boad of Education.

Tesing Requirementsfor Graduation

Students are required, with limited exceptions and regardless of graduation program, to perform saisfactorily on the
following EOC as®sarerts: English |, English 1, Algebra |, Biology, andUnited StatesHistory. A student who hasnot
acheved suficient scores on the EOC assessnents to gradude will have oppatunitiesto retake the assesmerts. State
law and state rulesalso provide for certain scores on norm-referencedndional standadized asssanerts to subgitute for
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the requirement to meet satisfactory performanceon an apgicable EOC asesment shodd a student choosethis option.
Seethe shool counselor for moreinformation on the state teging requiremerts for graduation.

If astudentfailsto perform satsfadorily on an EOC assesmert, the district will provide remedation to the stuént in the
content areafor which the peformance tandard wasnot met. This may requre paticipation of the student before or after
nomal school hoursor attimesof the yearoutside rormal schoolopeations.

[Also seeStandardized Teding for moreinformation.]

Minimum, Recommended, and Advanced/DistinguishedAchievement Graduation Programs

For students who were enrolled in high sctool prior to the 20141 15 school years, the district offers the gradudion
programs listedin this section. Students enrolled in high schoolprior to the 20141 15 school years also have the option to
puraue the foundaion graduaion programasdescribed below. Note that permission to @roll in the Minimum Program as
de<ribedin this section will be grarted only if awritten agreementis reachedamong the student, the studen t @arent or
person standing in parenta relation, and the school counséor or appropriate administrator. In order for a studentto take
couses under the Minimum Pragram, the student must be at least 16 yeas of age; have completed at least two credts
eachin English language arts, math, science, and sccial studies coursesthat are required for graduation; or have failed
grade 9 on®r moretimes. [Seepolicy EIF (LEGAL).]

All students who were enrolled in high schal prior to the2014i 15 schal yearmust meetthe following credit andcourse
requiremens for graduwation underthe programs listed or may chooseto pursuethe foundation graduation program. [See
the Faundation Graduation Program.]

Number of credits
Number of credits Advanced/
Number of credits Recanmended Distinguished
Courses Minimum Program Program Achievement Program

English/Language Arts 4 4 4
Mathematics 3 4 4
Science 2 4 4
SocHd Studies, 3 4 4
including Econamics
Physical Education* 1 1 1
Speech 0.5 0.5 0.5
Language aherthan 2 3
English
FineArts 1 1 1
Electives** 7.5 qedts 5.5 qedts 4.5 qedts
TOTAL 22 qedts 26 aqedts 26 aedts

* A student whois unéble to paticipate in physical activity dueto a disability or illnessmay bealle to sulstitute a course
in English language arts, mathematics, science, or soda studies for the requred credit of physical education. This
determination will be made by the student 6ARD committee, Section 504 committee, or other campus committee, as
apdicable.

** Stae rules prohibit a studentfrom combining a half-credit of a course for which there is an EOC asessnent with
anaher half-credit of an eledive credit courseto satisfy an elective credt requiremernt. However, the digtrict will allow a
student to satisfy a graduation requirement for which there are multiple options with one-hdf credit of one alowable
option andonehdf credit of another allowable option, if neither coursehasan EOC as&sanert.
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*** A student gradueting underthe Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program mustalsoachieve a conbination of
four of thefollowing advancedmeasues:
1. An original research project or other project thatis related to the requred curriculum. These projects must be
judged by a parel of professibnds or conducted under the diredion of a mertor andreported to an appropriate
audence. Pleasencte thatno morethantwo of the four adzancedmeasuesmay be receivedfrom this option.

2. Testdata whee astudentreceves:
a. A scoreof threeor abose on an AdrancedPlacement (AP) exan;
b. A scoreof four or abose onaninternational Bac@laureate(I1B) exam; or
c. A scoreon the Prdiminary SAT/National Merit Schdarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) that
gudifies the sudent for recognition as acommendedschobr or higher by theCollege Board and National
Merit Scholarship Corporation, as pat of the National Hispaiic Recanition Program (NHRP) of the
College Board, or as part of the National Achievement Schdarship Program of the National Merit
Schobrship Corporation. The PSAT/NMSQT soore will countasonly oneadvancedmeastuie regardless
of the numberof horors received bythe studert.
3. College acadenic courses,induding those takenfor dual credit, andadvancedednica courses,including locally
articulated courses provided thestudent saores the eqiivalent of a 3.0or higher.

Foundation Graduation Program

Every studentin a Texas public schal who erntered grade9 in the 20141 15 school yearandthereafter will graduate under
a new program caled the ffoundation gradwtion program. OWithin the foundation graduation program are
fi e orggmerts,0 which are pahs of interestthat include Sdence,Techrology, Engineaing, and Mathematics (STEM);
Busnessand Indugry; Public Services; Arts and Humarities; and Multidisciplinary Studes. Endorsamerts eaned by a
student will be noted on the student &ran<ript and diploma. The foundation gradudion program also involvesthe term
A dtinguishedlevel of achievemert, which reflects the completion of at least one endorseament and Algelra Il asone of
therequired advancedmathematics aedits. A persoral gradudion plan will be mmpleted for each hjh school student, as
degribedin the Pasmal Gradwtion Plans for Sudents Under the Faudation Gradudion Programsedion. Stde law and
rules prohibit a student from graduding sdely under the foundation gradwetion program without an endorsement unless,
after the studentGs sophamore year,the student andstudertd parent are advised of the specific benefits of graduaing with
an endrsementandsubmit written permission tothe schoolcounselor for the stidentto graduete without anendasemert.
A student who anticipates graduding underthe foundation graduation program without an erdorsement and who wishes
to attenda four-yearuniversity or college after gradudion must carefully consder whether this will satisfy the admisson
requiremernts of thestudentd sesireldcallege oruniversity.

Gradwting under the founddion graduation program will aso provide oppatunities to earn i pfermance
adknowledgmerts a@hat will be adknowledged on a studend sliploma and trarscript. Peformanceacknowledgmerts are
available for outstanding performancein bilingudism andbiliteracy; in a dual credit course; onan AP or IB exam; on the
PSAT, ACT-Plan,SAT, or ACT exam, which are retional exams; or for eaning a néonaly or internationally recanized
licenseor cetificate. The criteria for earning theseperformanceadknowledgments are prescribed by state rules, andthe
schal counsslor canprovide moreinformation abaut these acknowledgmerts.

A student errolled in high schal prior to the 20147 15 sclool year has the option of gradwaing underthe foundaion
gradudion programratherthanthe programs identified above that would otherwise be applicable to that studert. Seethe
schal counsglor for additionalinformation.

Thefoundation graduation programrequrescompletion of thefollowing credts:

Number of credits

Foundation Number of credits Foundation Graduation Program
CourseArea Graduation Program with an Endorsement
English/Language Arts 4 4
Mathematics 3 4*

Science 3 4
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Number of credits

Foundation Number of credits Foundation Graduation Program
CourseArea Graduation Program with an Endorsement
Socd Studies,including Econanics 3 3
Physical Education** 1 1
Language aherthan Emgli sh*** 2 2
FineArts 1 1
Electives 5 7
Miscdlaneous Arts andHumanities: Art, Band, Dae, Faeign

Language, Musc/Mariachi, Thedre Arts

Business and Industry: Ag-Mechancs, AgAnimal
Science, Automotive & Collison, BusinessFinance,
Culinary Arts, AV Techrology & Communicatons,
Information Techrology, Welding

Public Sewices: Cosmetology, JROTC, Hedth Scierce,
Criminal Justice

Scierce, Techology, Engineering, andMath
(STEM): Aerospece,Hedth Scence Focus,
RoboicgDrafting, Math Focus, fience Faus

TOTAL 22 credits 26 credits

* In orderto obtain the distinguished level of achievement underthe foundaion gradudion program, which will be

dendedonasudend wansaipt anddiplomaandis arequirementto be consderedfor auomatic admission purpaes toa
Texas four-year calege or university, a student must complete an erdorsement and take Algelra Il as one of the four
mathematics credits.

** A student who is unéable to participate in physical adivity dueto a disability or illness may be ale to sulstitute a
cousein English language arts, mathematics, science, sccid studies, or another locdly determined credit-bearingcourse

for the required credit of physical education. This determination will be madeby the student GARD committee, Section
504 canmittee, orother campus canmittee, asapplicable.

***  Studerts are required to earn two credts in the sane language other than English to graduete. Any student may
sulstitute computer programming languages for these credts. In limited circumstances, a student may be alle to

sulstitute this requirement with other courses, as determined by a district committee authorized by law to make these
dedsionsfor the student.

ek A student mustspecify upon enering grade %heendasementhe or she wishesto pusue.

Personal Graduation Plansfor Students Under T he Foundation Graduation Program

A persond graduation plan will be developedfor each high school student who is subject to the requiremerts of the
foundetion graduation program. The dstrict encairagesall students to pursue a persanal graduation planthat includes the
completion of a least one endasement and to graduae with the distinguished level of achievemert. Attainment of the
distinguished level of achievement entitles a student to be considered for automatic admisson to a pulic four yea
callege or university in Texas, deperding on his or her rankin class. The school will review persoral gradudion plan
optionswith each stulententering grade 9and his or her parent. Before the endof grade 9, astudent and hs orher parent
will be required to sign off on a pasord gradudion plan that includes a course of study that promotes cadllege and
workforce realiness and cateer placement and advancemen, as well as facilitates the transition from secondry to
podsecadary edwcation. The sudent 6 gsor@ graduaion plan will derote an appraopriate couse sequace basean the
studentd shoiceof endorsament.

Pleae alsoreview TEA 6 Gradwtion Toolkit, available here: http://teatexas gov/communicatons/brochuesaspx.

A student may amend his or herpersordl graduation plan dter this initial confirmation. Theschal will sendwritten
notice of any suchamendnentmade bythe studentto the sudentés parent.
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Available Course Optionsfor all Graduation Programs

Information regarding specific coursesrequiredor offeredin eachcurriclumareawill bedistributedto studentseach
springin orderto enroll in coursesfor theupcaming schoolyear.

Certificatesof Coursevork Completion

A cettificate of coursewvork completion will not be issuedto a student who has succesfully completed state and locd
credit requirements for gradudion but has not yet demondrated sdisfactory performance on the state-mandatedteds
required for gradietion.

Studertswith Disabilities

Upon therecommendatiorof the adnission, review, and disnissal (ARD) committee, astudentwith adisability who
recives pedal edication servicesmay be pemitted to gradude undr the provisions ofhis or her IEP andin accordance
with gtaterules.

A student who receives specid eduwcation sewvices and has completed four years of high school, but has not met the
requiremerts of his or her IEP, may participae in graduaion ceremoniesandreceive a cettificate of attendance. Evenif
the student participatesin graduetion ceremonies to receive the certificate of attendance he or she may remain errolled to
complete the IEP andearn his or her high sctool diploma; however, the student will only be allowedto participate in one
gradudion ceremony. [Seepolicy FMH (LEGAL).]

Pleae also be aware that if an ARD committee places a student with a disaility on a modified curriculum in a subjed
area,the studentwill be automatically placedin the Minimum Program, if that programis apgdicalde basd on the school
year inwhich the studententered high schal, in accordancewith state rules.

If a student receiving spedal education servicesis schedued to graduate under the Minimum Program or in accordance
with the provisions ofhis or herlEP, the studat 6 BD cémmitteewill determine whetler thegeneal EOC asgsanentis
an accurate measue of the studentdé adievementandprogressand,if so, whether succesul performanceis required for
gradudion, or whether an alternative assessment is more appropriate. STAAR Alternate 2 is the dternative asgsanent
currerntly allowed bythe state. [SeeStardardized Testing for additiona information.]

ARD committees for studerts with disabilities who receive spetd educaion sewices aad who ae abject to the
foundetion graduetion program will make instructional and assessnent decisions for these students in accordance with
state law andrules. In order to earn an endorsement underthe foundation program, a studentmust perform sdisfactorily
on the EOC as®samnerts and receive nomodified curriculumin the student® cosen endrsementarea.

Graduation Activities

To be eligible to perticipate in commencementactivities andceremonies, astudentshdl meetall state andlocal
gradudion requiremerts, including all applicable state testing. [See H, EIF]

For gradweting senors whoare in DAEP during thelag weekof schoal, the DAEP placementwill continuethrough
gradudion, and the student will notbealowedto perticipate in commencenentexerises andrelated gradudion
adivities.

Graduation Speakers

Certain graduding studeniswill begiven an pportunity to hase spe&ing rolesat gradudion ceremonies. A student must
meetlocal eligibility criteria, whichmay includerecuiremensrelated to student condug, to have a geing role.
Students eligible for speaking roleswill benotified bythe principal andgiven anoppottunity to volunteer.

[See MA (LOCAL) andthe StulentCodeof Conduct. For student speakers at otherschool events, e Stident
Spe&ers]

Graduation Expenses

Becawse students and parents will incur expensesin order to participate in the traditions of graduationd suchas the
purchase of invitations, senior ring, cap and gown, and senior pictured both the student and parent should monitor
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progresstoward completion of al requirements for gradudion. Theexpeisesoftenare incurredin thejunior yearor first
samesterof thesenor yea. [SeeStudent Fees.]

Schokbrships andGrants

1 Studets who have a financid needaccording to federal criteria and who complete the RecanmendedPragrams or
AdvancedDistinguished Achievement Program, for as long as thoseprograms are in place, or who complete the
foundetion gradwetion program, may be eligible under the T.EX.A.S. Grant Program for tuition andfees to Texas
pubic universities,community cdleges,andtecmical schals, as wdl asto private institutions.

f Contact theschool counselor for information about other scholarships and grarts available to studerts.

GUM

Students are not allowedto chewgum duringthe sctool dayunless provided by schoolas anincentive. Students are aso
not allowed to have Kool-Aid Powder, Lucas,etc. a schal. Students who violate this regulation will be subject to
disciplinary adion.

HARASSMENT
[SeeDating Violence,Disaimination, Harassment, and Retaliation.]

HAZING

Hazing is defined asany intentiond, knowing, or recklessact occurring on or off campusdireded against a student that
endamersthemenal or physical health or thesafety of a student for the purpose ofpledging, being initiatedto, affiliating
with, holding office in, or maintaning membership in anyorganization whosemembers areor include other studerts.

Hazing will not be tolerated by the district. If an incidentof hazing ocaurs, disciplinary consegiencss will be handled in
acordance with the Student Codeof Conduct. It is acrimina offense if a personengagesin hazing; sdicits, encairages,
directs, aids, or attemptsto aid arother in a hazing; or hasfirshand knowledge of anincident of hazing being plannedor
having occured and fails to report thisto the grincipa or suyperintendent.

[SeeBullying and mliciesFFI and INCC|]

HEALTH-RELATE D MATTERS

Studentlliness

Whenyour child is ill, pleasecontact the schoolto let us know he or shewo n Betattending thatday. It is importantto
rememberthat schals are required to exclude students with certain illnesesfrom schoolfor periods of time asidentified
in state rules. For example, if your child hasa fever over 100 degrees, he or she must stay out of school until fever free
for 24 hours without fever-rediwcing medcaions. In addtion, students with diarrhealillnesses must stay home until they
are diarrhea free without diarrhea-suppessing medcatians for at least 24 hours. A full list of conditions for which the
schal mustexcludechildren carbe dtainedfrom theschal nurse.

If a studentbecomesill during theschal day, he or she mustreceive permissionfrom the teacher before reporting to the
schal nurse. If the nursedetermines hatthe child should go hane, the rursewill corntactthe parent.

Thedistrict is also requiredto report certain contagious (communicable) diseasesor illnessesto the Texas Depatment of
Stae Hedth Services (TDSHS) or our loca/regional hedth authority. The school nurse can provide information from
TDSHS on these notifiade conditions. Contact the schal nurse if you have quegions or if you are concemned about
whether or notyour child shouldstay home.

Bacterial M eningitis

Stae law reguiresthedigtrict to provide information aboutbaderia menngitis:

What is meningitis?

Meningitisis aninflammetion of the covering of thebrain and ginal cord. It canbe caised byiruses,parasites,fungi,
and lacteria. Vira meningitis is canmon andmostpeope recover fully. Paasitic andfungal meningitis are very rare.
Bacerial meningitis is very saiousandmay involve canplicated medcal, surgica, pharmaceduical, andlife suppat
manaemert.
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What are the symptoms?

Sameonewith meningitis will becane very ill. Theillness may develop over oneor two days, butit canalsorapidly
progressin a matter of hours. Not everyonewith meningitis will have the same symptoms. Children (over 2 yearsold)
and adits with bacterial meningitis commonly have a sgere headache,high fever, and reck stiff ness. Other symptoms
might include nawsea,vomiting, discanfort looking into bright lights, caofusion, and deginess. In both dildrenand
aduts, there may be a rah of tiny, red-purplespots. Thesecanoccuranywhere on thebody. The dagnods of bacteria
meningitis is basedon acombination of symptoms and labratory resuts.

How seriousis beacterial meningitis?
If it is diagnosedearly andtreated promptly, themagjority of pegle make a canplete recovery. In some case# can be
fatal or apersonmay beleft with apermanentdisakility.

How is bacterial meningitis goread?

Fortunately, none of the bacteria that cause meningitis are ascontagious asdiseaseslike the common cdd or theflu, and
they are not spread by casual contact or by simply breahing the air where a personwith meningitis hasbeen. They are
spread whenpemle exchange respratory or throat seaetions (suchasby kissing, coughing, or sneing). The germ does
not causemeningitis in most people. Ingdead,most people became carriers of the germ for days, weeks, or even months.
Thebeacteria rarely overcome the bogd Bnmune ystemand causeneningitis or andher seiousillness.

How can bacterial meningitis beprevented?

Maintaining heathy halits, like getting plenty of red, canhdp preventinfection. Using good healthpractices such as

covering your mouth andnosewhencoughing and sneezing andwashingyour handsfrequently with soapandwater can

also help stop the spreadof the bacteria. It Gagood ideanot to shae food, drinks, utensils, toothbrushes, or cigarettes.
Limit the number of persons you kiss. There are vacanesavailalle to offer protedion from same of the bacteria that can
causebacterial meningitis.* Thevacdnesare safe and effective (851 90 percert) Theycan causemild side effects, such

asredhessand pan at the injection site lasting up to two days. Immunity developswithin sevento ten days after the

vacdneis given andagsfor upto five years.

What should you doif you think you or afriend might havebacterial meningitis?
You shaild seek prompt med cal attention.

Where can yougetmoreinformation?

Your schal nurse, family dodor, andthe staff at yourlocal or regional health department office are excelent soucesfor

information on all communicable diseases. You may aso cal your local hedth department or Regional Depatment of

Stae Health Servicesoffice to askabait a menngococcalvacdne. Additional information may also be found at the Web
sites for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevertion, http://www.cdc.gov, and the Depariment of State Health
Sevwices, http://www.dshsstate tx.us.

* Pleae note that the TDSHS requires at least one meringococ@ vacdnation beween grades 7 and 12, and state
guiddinesrecommend this vacdnation be administered betweenage 11 and 12, with a booster doseat 16 yearsof age.
Also note that entering college studernts must show, with limited exception, evidenceof receiving a bacterial menngitis
vacdnation within the five-year period prior to enrolling in and taking courses at an ingtitution of higher education.
Pleae seethe school nurse for more information, asthis may affect a student who wishesto erroll in adual credt course
taken df campus.[Seelmmunizations]

Food Allergies

Thedistrict requests to be notified whena student has beendiagnosedwith a food alergy, espeialy those allergies that
coud reallt in dargerous or possibly lif e-threatening reactions either by inhdaton, ingestion, or skin contact with the

paticular food. It is important to disdosethe food to which the student is dl ergic, aswell asthe nature of the allergic

reaction. Rease cattact theschml nurseor campus pincpa if your diild hasa known foodallergy or as son as pasible
after any diagnoss ofafood dlergy.

The district hasdeveloped and anrualy reviews a food alergy management plan, which addesses employee training,
deding with canmon food allergens,and specific strategies for dealing with students diagnosed with severe food
alergies. When the district receives information that a student has a food alergy that puts the student at risk for
anaplylaxis, individual care planswill be developed to assst the student in safely accessinghe school ervironmert. The
districtd #od alergy managementplancanbe accessed inthe office of theschal nurse ateach campus.

[Also seepdlicy FFAF andCelebrations]
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HeadLice

Headlice,athough not anillnessor adisease, is very common among childrenand isspreadvery easily through heal-to-
headcontactduring play, sports, ornaptime andwhen children $are things like brusthes, conbs, hats,and feadphorms.
If cardul observation indicatesthat a student has hexd li ce, the school nursewill contect the studentd parentto deermine
whether the dild will needto bepicked upfromschoolandto discussa danfor treatmentwith an FDA-approved

med catedshanpoo orcrean rinse hat may be puchasedfromanydrugor grocery store. Afterthestudent has
undegone ae treatmen, the parent shauld checkin with the schal nurseto discussthetreamentused. The nusecan
alsooffer additional recanmendationsincluding sutsequent treatments and howbestto getrid of lice and preventtheir
return.

More information onheadlice canbe dbtainedfrom the TDSHS website at

http://www.dsts.date tx.ugschalheal th/lice.$itm.

Physical Activity Requirements

Elementary School

In accaodarce with policiesatEHAB, EHAC, EHBG, and FFR, the dstrict will ensure that studertsin full-day
prekindergartenthrough grade Sengage in modeate or vigorous plysical activity for at least 30 minutesperday or 135
minutes @ week.

For adlitional information on thedistrictés requrements and pragrams regarding elementary student physical adivity
requiremerts, please se the principal.

Junior High

Dueto the variety of activitiesin physical education, itis agpropriate and reommended tht studerts wear tennis shes or

rubber sded shes whie participaing. Any sudentnot ableto paticipate kecauseof exterdedill ness olinjury musthave

a written excusefrom the dodor stating the nature of the injury or illness along with the time span of inadivity. Non-
paticipation for three days or less will be exaused by a parenté note explaining the circumstanges. For additional
information on the digtrictd sequiremerts and programs regarding elementary, middle, and junior high school student

physical activity requremens, pleaseseetheprincipd.

In accadance with pdicies at EHAB, EHAC, EHBG, [and FFA], the district will ensure that students in junior high
schal will engage in 30 minutesof moderate or vigorousphysical activity perday for at least four semesers OR at lead
225 minutes of moderate or vigorous physical activity within each two-week period for a least four semestes. For
addtional information on the districté requirements and programs regarding junior high and middle school student
physical activity requremerts, pleaseseetheprincipd.

School Health Advisory Council (SHAC)

During the precedng school year,the districtdé $chool Health Advisory Coundl (SHAC) held 4 meetngs. Additiona
information regarding the districtdé SHAC is availade from Yvette Sifuentes at 1-866-852-9865ext. 6504. The duties of
the SHAC rarge from recommendng curriculum to developing strategies for integrating curricuum into a coardinated
schal hedth programencompassng isstes such asschool hedlth sewices, counsding sewices, a safe andhedthy schal
environmert, recessrecanmendationsimproving studentfitness,mental health conerns,and enployeewell ness.
[SeepoliciesBDF end EHAA. SeeHuman Sexuhty Ingruction]

StudentWelln essPolicy/Wellness Plan

SamersetlSDis canmitted to encouraging hedthy studerts andtherefore hasdevel oped a ard-adoped wellness policy
at FFA(LOCAL) and @rrespording plansandproceduresto implementthe policy. You ae ercouragedto contect Y vette
Sifuentes at 1-866-852-9865 ex. 6504, with questionsaboutthe content or implementation of thedistrict avelness
policy and pan.

Other Health-Related M atters

Physical FithessAssessment (Grades3-12)

Annudly, thedistrict will conducta physical fitnessassessnentof studentsin grades3i 12 who are errolled in a physical
eduation couseor a course for which physica eduwcation credt is awarded. At the endof the schal year,a parent may
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submit a written request to Johan Dinkelmann at 1-866-852-9861 ext. 6944 to obtan the reaults of his or her childé
physical fitnessasessnentcondwctedduringthe schal year.

Vending Machines

The digtrict has adgted and implemented the state and federal pdlicies and guiddinesfor food service, including the
guiddinesto redrict student access to vendng machines. For more information regarding thesepolicies and guiddines
seethe campus pincipal. [See pliciesat CO and FA.]

TobaccoProhibited

Students are prohibited from possessig or using anytype of tobacco product, including electronic cigarettes or any other
electronic vapaizing device, while on school property at any time or while atterding an off campus schod-related
adivity.

Thedistrict and its staff strictly enforce prohibitions against the useof all tobaccoprodicts,including electronic cigarettes
or anyother electronic vaporizing device, by students andall others on sdool property andat schal-sponsoed and
schal-related ativities. [See he Student Codeof Conductand mliciesat FNCD and GKA ]

Asbesbs Management Plan

Thedistrict works diligently to maintain compliancewith federal and state law governing asbegosin school buildings. A
copy of thedigrict GAsbestos Manayement Planis availale in the superinterdent @fgice. If you have any quesions or
would like to examine the digtrictd plan in more ddail, please contact Dan Argudlo, the district &designated asestos
coadinator, at1-866-852-9868 et. 6810.

Pest Management Plan

The didtrict is required to follow integrated pest management (IPM) procedures to control pests on school grounds.
Although the district strives to use the sdest and most effedive methodsto manage pegs, induding a variety of non-
chamical control measues,pesticide use is sanetimesnecessary to maintain acequate pest control and ensure a sde, ped-

free schal ervironment. All pesticides usedare registered for ther interded use by the United States Environmental

Praection Agencyandare apdied only by cetified pedicide applicators. Except in anemergenagy, signswill be posted

48 hoursbefore indoor application. All outdoor applicationswill be posted at the time of treatmert, andsignswill remain

until it is safe to enter the area. Paens who have further questions or who want to be notified prior to pegticide

apdication inside their child 6 s oolsassignmentareamay cortact Dan Argudlo, the dstrictés IPM coordinaor, at1-866-

8529868 ex. 6810.

HOMELESSSTUDENTS
For moreinformation onsavicesfor homelessstuderts, contact thedistrictd bBomeless education liaison, Phillip R.
Chavez, at1-866-448-2423.

HOMEWORK
Secondary
Homeworkas$gnmens may begivenin dl subject areas.

Elementary

Children will receive romework assgnments. Parents are aked to help thar child by providing the time, pkce,
cooperation, andencauragement neededo complete assgnments. Children should be remindedto take their bodks, their
work, andther sugpliesto schal each da.

Study Xills
Spedfic kills andtechiques @n make learnng easer andmore enjoyalle. Thefollowing are studentguiddinesfor
acheving good dudy halits:

1. Cometo dass preparedwith pertil, paper, and ahernecessarymaterials.

2. Be an ative participantin class. Listen well andtake partin class.

3. Askquestonsto clarify problems.

4. Planyourdayand stedule time for homework.
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5. Usewhatis learned andapply it to newsituations.

Grading Homework
1. Homeworkmay begraded inavariety of ways. At times,cheding for completionis appropriate. At othertimes,
a canplete ardlysis of procedues, content, andor correctansversis gopropriate.
2. Feedlack shoud be provided within 48 hours of the sulmission of the assignment or as soonas reanalle
possible. Feebackis defined aswritten canmerts, peerreview, canference, grade, dc.
3. Peerandsdf-gradngare allowahle.

ILLNESS
[SeeStudent lliness urder Heath-Related M atters.]

IMMU NIZATION

A student must be fully immunized against certain diseases or must presant a cettificate or statement that, for medcal
reasonsor reasonsof conscience,including a religious belief, the student will not be immunized. For exemptions based
on reasas of corscience,only officid forms issued by the Texas Depatment of State Hedth Services (TDSHS),
Immunization Branch, canbe honaed by the district. This form may be obtdaned by writing the TDSHS Immunization
Branch(MC 1946),P.O. Box 149347 Augin, Texas78714-9347;or anlineat:
https.//webdsdshsstate.tx.usimmco/default.aspx

The form must be notarized and submitted to the principal or school nursewithin 90 days of notarization. If the parent is
se&ing an exenption for morethanone student in thefamily, a sepeaste form mustbe povidedfor eachstudent.

The immunizations requred are: diphtheria, tetarus and pertussis; meases, mumps, and rubdla; pdio; heptitis A;
hepditis B; varicella (chicken pox); and meringococcal. The school nurse can provide information on age-appopriate
dosesor on an acceptable physician-validated history of illnessrequired by the TDSHS. Proof of immunization may be
estblished by personal records from a licensd physician or public hedth clinic with a signature or rubber-stamp
validation.

If a studentshauld not be immunized for medcal reasons,the studentor parent mustpreset a certificate signedby aU.S.
registered and licensd physician stating tha, in the doctor 6 apinion, the immunization required is medcadly
cortraindicated or posesa significant risk to the health andwell-being of the studentor a member of the studertd family
or hauserold. This certificate mustberenewedyealy unlessthe plysician pedfiesalife-longcondtion.

As notedat Bacterial Meningitis, ertering cdlege studerts mustalso, with limited exception, furnish evidence of having
reaived a bacteria meringitis vacdnation within thefive yearsprior to enrolling in andattending classes at an ingtitution
of higher education. A student warting to erroll in a dual credit course taken off campus may be subject to this
requirement.

[For further information, see pdicy FFAB (LEGAL) and theTDSHS Website:

http://www.dsts.date tx.ugimmunize/schal/default.shtm. ]

~

From the State of Texas: fNo Shots, NoSchool 0
It is the resporsibility of a studentd parent or guardian to ensure that their child hasreceived and is current with all
immunization requirements before registering and/or attending school in Samerset 1SD, as mandded by the State of
Texas. Unfortunately, thase students who are not up to dae with the properimmunizations WILL NOT be ade to start
schal on time. Current immunizations are required of all students, within our district, to better ensure the hedth and
well-being of al studerts. A valid immunization record isrequired agproof of complianceat thetime of registration.

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES
Quedtioning of Students
Whenlaw erforcement officersor other lawful authorities wish to quedion or interview a studentat schal, the principal
will cooperate fully regarding the conditions of the interview, if the questioning or interview is part of a child abuse
invedigation. In othercircumstances:

1 Theprincipa will verify and recordtheidentity of theofficer or other authority and askfor an eplanation of the

needto guestion or interview the student at school.
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